
ANNOUNCEMENTS  — December 14, 2014 
 

Welcome to this service of worship.  We are glad you have chosen 
to be with us.  Please sign the friendship register when it is passed.  
If you are a visitor and would like to know more about our church, 
speak with the pastor or a deacon following the service or call the 
church office weekday mornings at 465-7797.  

 

You are invited to offer prayer requests using the request cards lo-
cated in the pew racks.  Please give the cards to a deacon at the 
beginning of the service.  Prayer requests may also be made via 
email to Pastor@HollisChurch.org or to Prayer Chain contact Lyd-
ia Schellenberg at 465-2495. 

Large print bulletins for this service are available in the narthex.   
Our church nursery for infants and toddlers is available during the 

10:30 worship service downstairs in the Austin Room.   
Please join us for fellowship downstairs in Hardy Hall after the 

10:30 worship service.   
 
 

Activities for the week 
 

Sunday, Dec 14 Third Sunday in Advent ~ Joy  
 UCC Christmas Fund offering taken  
 Worship 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship / Sunday School 10:30 a.m. 
 Giving Tree gifts due at church!  
 Devotion Chimes 11:45 a.m. 
 Naomi Circle at Doris Rafferty’s home 2:00 p.m. 
 All-Church Advent Celebration 5-7  p.m. 
Monday January Chimes deadline   
 Men’s Breakfast at Denny’s 7:15 a.m. 
 Ladies’ Breakfast at Joey’s  8:00 a.m. 
 Trustees meeting 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday Off-Site Staff Christmas Luncheon 

   Church office closes at 11:30 a.m. 
 

 Confirmation class 5:00 p.m. 
 Church Council meeting 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Advent Study class #3 of 3 10:30 a.m. 
Thursday Knitting Group 10:00 a.m. 
 Senior Choir 7:00 p.m. 
 (continued next page)  

Sunday, Dec 21 Fourth Sunday in Advent ~ Love  
 Music Sunday  
 Worship 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship / Sunday School 10:30 a.m. 
 Confirmands pack food boxes, pizza 

& caroling 
11:30 a.m. 

 Devotion Chimes 11:45 a.m. 
 
 
 

UCC Christmas Fund Offering will be taken this morning during 
worship. The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross supple-
ments the small pensions of some UCC clergy and helps some re-
tired clergy pay for health insurance and sometimes even keeps the 
heat on. The special envelopes for your contribution to the Christ-
mas Fund are inserted in your bulletin.  Please make checks payable 
to The Congregational Church of Hollis with Christmas Fund on 
the memo line. 
 

 
 

The Christmas Giving Tree gifts are 
due back TODAY! 
 See Mary Anne Smith or leave in the church office 
 
 

 
 

The Naomi Circle gathers at 2 pm today, Sunday, December 14th 
at Doris Rafferty’s home (53 Deacon Lane) for our Christmas 
meeting.  Bring goodies to share, cookies to package for shut-ins, 
and a Yankee Swap gift ($10 limit).     

 
 

All-Church Advent Celebration 
5 - 7 p.m. today, Sunday, Dec. 14th in   Hardy Hall 

Take a break from the hustle and bustle to come 
celebrate the joyful season of Advent with your 
church friends. Together we’ll enjoy a light supper 
with both combined family and separate children 
and adult activities.  Each family is asked to bring a small un-
wrapped gift (e.g. gift card, game, decoration, book, or special treat) 
for the church’s holiday food boxes given to local needy families. 
 
 

The deadline for the January 2015 Chimes is tomorrow, Monday, 
December 15, 2014.  Please submit all articles in writing to the 
church office or via email to churchoffice@hollischurch.org. 

 



The Advent Adult Study concludes with the final class on 
Wednesday, Dec. 17, at 10:30 AM in the Parkhurst Room.   

 

Please join us for Cookie Decorating! 
Who:  All children, both young & young at heart! 
What:  A cookie decorating party! 
When:  12/21, right after the 10:30 service 
Where:  Hardy Hall 

 
 

Stewardship update:  This Christmas give a gift that will last the 
entire year by completing your 2015 pledge card.  And the best part 
– no need to wrap!   We have roughly 150 active families in our 
church community and our current total number of pledges is 138.  
The current pledged totals for 2015 is $230,145.    There is still time 
to pledge your commitment to our church for next year.  As Tiny 
Tim said, “God bless us, everyone!” 
 

2014 Pledge Reminder - The Stewardship Board reminds you that 
the last time contributions will be counted and tallied in 2014 will 
be after the 10:30 service on December 28.  All contributions re-
ceived in person or postmarked by December 31 will be cred-
ited to 2014 for income tax purposes. 

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 
4:00 pm - Family Candlelight Service 
4:45 pm - Live Nativity 
5:45 pm - Live Nativity 
6:00 pm - Family Candlelight Service 
8:00 pm - Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols 
10:00 pm - Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols  
The two earlier services at 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm are specially 

formatted as ‘young family-friendly’.  Lay minister Peg Gilmour 
and Storyteller Therry Nielsen-Steinhardt will lead the 4:00 wor-
ship, and Rev. Bonnie Stagg will offer the 6:00 service.  Bell choirs 
will play at these two services, and the Live Nativity will take place 
at 4:45 (immediately following the 4pm service) and at 5:45 pm 
(just prior to the 6pm service). 
 

Candlelight Services of Lessons & Carols will be offered at 8pm 
and 10pm.  Rev. Stagg will lead worship at 8pm and the choir will 
sing.  Rev. Ken Fiery will offer the 10pm Lessons & Carols wor-
ship with KC Lumbard as solo vocalist. 

The 2015 Flower Calendar is now posted on the bulletin board 
outside Bonnie’s office.  Please consider signing up to sponsor the 
flowers at Sunday worship.  Just write your name and telephone 
number beside your chosen date; then take a reminder / instruc-
tion notice with you. 

 

Financial Update:  Through 12/11/14 2014 Budget 
2014 Pledges $ 216,169 $ 232,000 
Loose Offering $22,196 $ 20,000  
Budgeted Expenses $ 272,432 $ 343,642 
 

Collections Dec 7: $18,345 Pastoral Search Balance: $8,468 
 

Annual Reports for 2014 are due to the church office by Friday, 
January 2, 2015.  Complete reports may be emailed to 
ChurchOffice@HollisChurch.org.  If you do not use Microsoft 
Word, please save documents in RTF (rich text format) before 
emailing.   

 

The Dove mobile which graces our chancel through-
out the Advent and Christmas season was created by 
Gordon McInnis 45 years ago when Phil Mitchell was 
pastor and presented to the church as a surprise gift.  
Gordon McInnis was a long-time active member who 
died in 1990.  The mobile was reworked and restored 
with monies from the Senior Choir given to April Springfield on the 
death of her mother in February of 2008.  A talented Milford artist, 
Matt Duchesne, was commissioned to reconstruct new doves for the 
mobile so that it has a fresh, clean look and can be enjoyed by our 
congregation for many years to come. 
The Doves are hung every year on the first week of Advent by vari-
ous members of the church who have taken on the responsibility for 
continuing this wonderful tradition.  Many thanks to the Kopser 
family, Matt, Julie and Naomi, who are the current “keepers of the 
tradition”. 
(Special thanks to Lydia Schellenberg for researching the history of 

the Dove mobile.) 
 
 

In our Community… 
The Hollis Brookline High School Choral groups invite you to 
their Choral Concert at 7pm on Thursday, December 18, in the 
HBHS auditorium. 


