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“The proof of the pudding is in the eating,” so  
goes the famous line in Don Quixote.  Results are  
what matter whether we are talking about the taste  
of  pudding or the impact that one person makes.    
The same can be said about  
what happened on the third day 
following the death of Jesus, 
and what continues to happen  
as a result of that day and the sheer, remarkable impact that Jesus made 
upon people, even before that day.  Awhile back I read a short piece that 
bore the title “Evidence” and was written by Hope Douglas J. Harte-
Mould.  It makes a very similar argument; one that I am happy to share 
with you. 

“For centuries, the Jews worshipped God on the Sabbath, Saturday, 
the seventh day of the week – after all it was one of the Ten Com-
mandments (the fourth).  But something remarkable happened early 
one morning as some women went to the tomb of a crucified, con-
victed criminal.  The Rabboni was alive.  Death had lost its grip on 
their Lord.  Christ rose triumphant over the death sentence of evil – 
and is still at large. 

“Some, however, will doubt that it ever happened.   But there is evi-
dence.   From that Easter Day onward, the Eleven and the women 
and those who had seen and heard the good news of the resurrection 
gather together each Sunday to pray and sing, share bread and wine, 
and remember.   They called it ‘The Lord’s Day.’ 

“More than nineteen centuries later, believers continue to gather in a 
community of worship and service.   Each one has chosen to come – 
not on the last day of the week but the first – to pray and sing and 
remember. 

“Look around you. You are the evidence of the resurrection.” 

So let us all join together on Easter morning to sing, pray, remember and 
celebrate the victory and the joy that transformed early disciples and is 
still at work today to lift up our lives – the power of the resurrection, 
God’s yes to the mission and ministry of Jesus and of our call to new life 
and service in His name.   Easter is good news for you and me.   Let us 
rejoice and be glad! 

All blessings! 
Larry W. Smith 
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Confirmation News 
Confirmation Class members are ex-

pected to attend Palm Sunday (April 1), 
Maundy Thursday (April 5), and Easter 
Sunday (April 8) services.  We will have 
one class session in April on the 18th from 
5:00-6:00 pm.  

The Confirmation Class will be conduct-
ing the Easter Sunrise Service at 6 a.m. on 
April 8.  We have a new site for the Sunrise 

Service!  The service 
will take place on the 
hill at the corner of 
Route 122 and North 
Pepperell Road, just 
south of Bud and 

Phyllis King’s Triple Knoll Farm (in the 
meetinghouse if it’s rainy).   

Confirmands also host the Easter break-
fast in Hardy Hall following the service.  

 

 

Palm Sunday Procession 
Have you heard?  We are having our 

Palm Sunday Procession on April 1st.  Je-
sus, our beautiful children, palms and more 
palms…you don’t want to miss it!   
 

 
 

 
From the CE Office 
A BIG thank you goes out to Nellie Putur, 
Evie Lutz, Wendy Wright, Shirleen Du-
quette and Michelle Gehan for staffing the 
Labyrinth last month.  We appreciate your 
dedication to providing a space for medita-
tion, reflection and prayer during the Lenten 
season.  We could not have done it without 
you! 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
The snow is melting and the birds 

are chirping.  You know what that 
means!  No, it's not mud season, but 
rather Easter is right around the 
corner.  Put a little spring in your step 
and hop on down to our annual Easter 
egg hunt hosted by the 6th and 7th 
grade classes.  This year's activity 
will take place on Palm Sunday 
directly following the 10:30 
worship service.  So parents, bring your children to 
Little Nichol’s field immediately after church, on April 
1st to enjoy a traditional Easter egg hunt.  Please make 
sure the children are dressed appropriately as this is an 
outdoor rain or shine activity, and don't forget you 
camera to record those precious memories. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our feature presentation on April 22nd will be:  Veggie 
Tales – Gideon Tuba Warrior.  This is a fun tale of cour-
age and trusting in God.  Come see if Gideon (Larry the 
Cucumber), accompanied by six carrots and six peas, will 
be able to stand against an army of thousands.  ALL 
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME!  What could be better 
than popcorn, drinks, and a Veggie Tale movie in our “au-
thentic” drive-in theatre?!!  

 

On April 29th, join us for Veggie Tales – God Wants 
me to Forgive Them?!? and discover what happens when 
Junior Asparagus is teased by five very cranky grapes!  
We’ll continue on for a 3-hour tour gone very wrong – 
see what happens when Skipper Bob crashes a boat into a 
tropical island!  Will the passengers and crew be able 
forgive Skipper Bob?  How many contraptions can the 
professor make from coconuts and bamboo?  Join us and 
find out!  
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2012 Buffalo, NY Mission Trip 
 

Yard Clean-up 
The Mission Trip workcampers are offering the yard 

clean-ups once again this May.  We have limited time slots 
available, but hope that if you need a little help this year, 
you’ll give us a call.  We will be available on May 12 and 
May 19 from 9 – 11.  Please 
contact Amy Zapp at 465-
2939 or 
amyce@hollischurch.org to 
book a spot.  Mulching, rak-
ing, and weeding are all sug-
gested projects for the 2 hour 
blocks.  No fee is charged, but 
if you would like to make a 
donation to our trip to Buffalo, 
NY this July, we would be grateful.  We thank you for your 
continued support. 
 
 

Hillsborough Association Annual Meeting 
The annual meeting of the Hillsborough Association, 

UCC, will take place at our church on Sunday, April 15.  
The meeting is not only for our church delegates — any 
church member is welcome to attend!   Come at 2:00 pm 
for refreshments and fellowship in Hardy Hall followed by 
the meeting in the meetinghouse at 2:30. 

 
 

UCC Women’s Spring Forum 
The annual Spring Forum sponsored by the state UCC 
Women’s Fellowship Board will be held on April 18 at the 
First Congregational Church in Concord.   

The theme for the day is Caring for Those Less Fortunate.  
New Hampshire State Representatives Mary Jane Wallner 
and Cindy Ronenwald will talk about budget cuts to pro-
grams.  There will also be speakers talking about the Meals 
On Wheels program and the Cold Weather Shelter for the 
Homeless. 

The meeting is from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Wednesday, 
April 18.   The cost is $10 
which includes a luncheon. 

For more information or to 
register, call Dot Pitman at  
465-7672.   

Naomi Circle 
The Naomi Circle will meet Sunday, April 

29 at 2:00 p.m. in Emerson Chapel.  Our 
special guest speaker will be the Rev. Kim 
McKerley.  She will tell us about the Uka-
ma/Partnerships entered into by many 
churches of the NH UCC.  The web site 
(www.ukama.net) describes Ukama as a 
commitment of the United Church of Christ 
in Zimbabwe and the New Hampshire Con-
ference UCC to walk together in love.  
Come and find out what it’s all about!  Eve-
ryone’s invited.  

 

 

May we pray for you? 
Paul wrote to the church at Thessaloni-

ca, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 
Thessalonians 5.16-18) 

Members of the Prayer Chain are called 
to pray for the needs of others.  If you or 
someone you know would like to be raised 
up by the power of prayer, please contact 
Rev. Larry Smith at 465-7797 or Lydia 
Schellenberg at 465-2495.  All requests 
are confidential. 

 
Spring Ringing  
 

Teen Ring (or young at 
heart) 

Practice:  April 1, 15, and 
22 - 11:45 to 12:30 
Parkhurst Room 

Play April 29 
 
Youth Chimes (preschool to 3rd grade and 

helpers are welcome) 
Practice: April 29, May 6 
Play: May 13  
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                April 2012    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

Palm Sunday 
 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School  
11:30 am – Easter Egg Hunt 
11:45 am – Teen Bell Ringers 

1 

 

7:15 am – Men’s Breakfast 
at Denny’s 

7:00 pm – CE Board meeting 
7:15 pm – Deacons meeting 

 
 

2 

 

7pm – Stewardship 
Board meeting 

 
 
 
 

3 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4 

 

10 am - Knitting Group  
 

Maundy Thursday 
 

7:30 pm - Communion 
Service  

(Confirmands attend) 
5 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6 

 

Easter Sunrise 
Breakfast prepa-
ration in Hardy 
Hall  

 
 

7 
 

Easter Sunday 
 

6:00 am – Sunrise Service — Breakfast 
in Hardy Hall following the service 

9:00 am – Family Worship 
10:30 am – Family Worship 

8 

 
 

7:15 am – Men’s Breakfast 
at Denny’s 

 
 
 

9 

 
 

7 pm – Mission & 
Action Board 
meeting 

 
 

10 

 
 

5 pm – Facili-
ties Commit-
tee meeting 

 
 

11 

 
 

7 pm – Choir 
 
 
 
 

12 

 
 

Our church 
volunteers 
provide din-
ner at Ash 
St. Shelter 

     13 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School  
11:45 am – Mission Trip meeting 
11:45 am – New Member Forum 
11:45 am – Teen Bell Ringers 
2:30 pm – Hillsborough Association 

UCC annual meeting  
15 

 
 

7:15 am – Men’s Breakfast 
at Denny’s 

7 pm – Trustees meeting      
 

May Chimes deadline 
 
 

16 

 
 

7 pm – Council 
meeting       

 
 
 
 
 

17 

 

UCC Women’s 
Spring Forum 

 

5 - 6:00 pm –  
Confirmation 

Class 
 
 

18 

 
 

10 am – Knitting Group  
7 pm – Choir 
8:15 pm – Music Board 

meeting 
 
 
 

19 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and God Times 

Drive-In for children 
(No Sunday School) 

11:45 am – Teen Bell Ringers 
 

22 

 
 

7:15 am – Men’s Breakfast 
at Denny’s 

 
 
 

23 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

24 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

25 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

26 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

27 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

28 

 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and God Times 

Drive-In for children 
(No Sunday School) 

11:45 am – Youth Chimes 
2:00 pm – Naomi Circle meeting  

29 

 

7:15 am – Men’s Breakfast 
at Denny’s 

 
 
 
 

30 

 
 
 

Mission Items of the Month:  

Canned Goods and Non-Perishable Food Items  
 

for the 2012 Mission Trip to Buffalo, NY 
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Mission and Action News 
 

April Item of the Month:  
Canned Goods for the Mission Trip! 
Please show your ongoing support of the 
Mission Trip and our workcampers by donat-
ing canned goods and other non-
perishable food items this month.  All items 
may be placed in the shopping cart in front 
of the office. These items will be distributed 
to food pantries in the Buffalo, New York 
area. Thank you for your generous dona-

tions! 
 
Past Items of the Month: 
Several boxes of diapers and wipes were delivered to the Front Door 
Agency (formerly known as the Nashua Pastoral Care Center) after 
our February collection to help support their mission of assisting indi-
viduals and families transition from crisis to self-sufficiency. These 
donations were greatly appreciated by their staff. 
 

The cart outside of the office has been overflowing with boxes of 
powder laundry detergent from our March collection in support of the 
Corpus Christi Food Pantry. Thank you for your continued support! 

 
Red Cross Blood Drive Success:  
On Saturday, March 10th the Mission and Action committee hosted a 
blood drive in Hardy Hall, which produced 35 units of blood for the 
Red Cross. All of our blood donors deserve a big thank-you. Each and 
every unit of blood can help save up to three lives. 35 units are a sig-
nificant contribution to the health and well-being or our friends and 
neighbors.  

 
Dinners for the Ash Street Shelter 
The M&A Board seeks volunteers to prepare dinner for the Ash Street 
shelter the second Friday of every month.  The M&A Board supplies 

gift cards for the purchase of the food and 
disposable containers.  We ask you to pre-
pare dinner including a main course, salad 
or vegetable, drinks and dessert, and deliv-
er these items to the shelter on Ash St. in 
Nashua at about 6 PM.  Currently we need 
volunteers for the months of July, Septem-
ber and October.  If you can volunteer, 
please contact Janet Listowich at 465-3284 
or griftowich@charter.net.  Thank you! 

 
 
To the members and friends of 
the Congregational Church of 
Hollis, 

Our gratitude for the flow-
ers, caring and sympathy 
when my Mom, Elvira died.  
She lived a very fulfilled life 
and will live on in the lives 
left behind.  We thank God for 
her life and thanks for the 
Community of the Hollis 
Church. 

Inez and Larry Morrison   

 
From the Church Office  

When our scheduled Chimes 
mailing workday was can-
celled due to an impending 
snowstorm, several people 
stepped in on very short notice 
to help me get the March 
Chimes ‘out the door.’  My 
grateful thanks go to Thelma 
Pollard who spent a few hours 
working with me, as well as 
Dot Pitman and Lydia Schel-
lenberg who helped out before 
attending the adult class that 
day.  I also thank Lydia for 
gathering the group each 
month and, in this instance, 
calling to cancel due to bad 
weather.  I really appreciate 
everyone’s efforts! 

Eileen Widner 
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A NEW MEMBER FORUM is sched-
uled for those who would like to join or explore the 
possibility.  The date is set for Sunday, April 15, 
after the 10:30 service at 11:45 in Emerson Chapel.  
The session lasts about 45 minutes and offers the 
opportunity to get acquainted with others attending, 
as well as hearing Rev. Smith along with Lydia 
Schellenberg, Deacon Emeritus, talk about the his-
tory and organization of The Congregational 
Church of Hollis, our denominational affiliation, 
expectations of church membership, and about our 
service of joining, which is scheduled to take place 
on Sunday, May 6, during the 10:30 service.  If 
you are unable to attend the New Member Forum, 
but would still like to join on May 6, please speak 
to Rev. Smith to make other arrangements 
 
 

Trusting the Unseen 
A gardener planted two peony bulbs side by side. 

In a few weeks, as expected, the first one poked a 
single stem through the ground. The other would 
soon follow, the gardener thought. But it didn’t. 
Many more weeks went by with no sign of life.  

Then one day, to his surprise, not one but five 
leaf points poked through the soil at once. When the 
peony bloomed, its flowers were more beautiful and 
numerous than those of the first bulb. 

John Piper said, “In every situation God is doing 
a thousand things that we cannot see and do not 
know.” When God seems to have forgotten you and 
hope fails, don’t despair. God is at work, and some-
day you will see. 

News about our Safe Church Policy 
The Safe Church Committee is currently 

evaluating our existing Safe Church Policy using 
assessment tools provided by the UCC’s Insur-
ance Board.  The Safe Church policy was last up-
dated in 2007.  The Committee will be using the 
findings from the UCC’s assessment to guide any 
potential updates to this policy.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Michelle Gehan 
(MichelleCE@HollisChurch.org). 

 
 

Earth Day is April 22, but 
Every Day is Recycling Day! 

 

Did you know that since we began our recy-
cling efforts in 2010, our church has recycled 
more than 44 TONS of paper?  That translates to 
a savings of more than 130 cubic yards of landfill 
space and over 180,000 KWH of energy!  

You are invited to become a regular at our pa-
per recycling bin!  By recycling paper, not on-
ly do you save water and energy, but our 
Mission Trip workcampers earn money 
for every pound of paper you help us col-
lect. 

Please put all of your magazines, mail, 
newspapers and office papers in the green 
and yellow bin in our parking lot; but do not 
include cardboard or phone books. 
 

 
 
 

 

Drop your paper for 
recycling through this 
opening on the side of the 
box!   

 
 

Thank you for supporting our workcampers and 
our earth! 
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Just for Kids… 
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Palm Sunday Services ~ April 1 
9:00 and 10:30 services in the meetinghouse.  The Senior Choir will offer a Palm Sunday Cantata 

at both services.  Procession of Palms at 10:30 service 
 

Maundy Thursday Service ~ April 5 at 7:30 p.m.  
At this beautiful and moving service we remember that last night Jesus shared with his disciples and 
partake of the sacrament of our Lord’s Supper.  Following communion we observe the service of Tene-
brae – the gradual extinguishing of the light –  recalling the events of Jesus’ betrayal, arrest, and cruci-
fixion, and looking ahead in hope to the dawning of Easter day.  

 

Easter Services ~ April 8 
6:00 a.m. Sunrise Service at a new site — on the hill at junction Rt. 122 and  North Pepperell Road,  

just south of Bud and Phyllis King’s Triple Knoll Farm.  (If it is rainy, the service will be held in the 
meetinghouse) 

Easter Breakfast in Hardy Hall follows the sunrise service hosted by the Confirmation Class. 
9:00 and 10:30 services in the meetinghouse with the Senior Choir singing at both services  

 
 
 
 
 

The Congregational Church of Hollis        
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