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Back in the early1990’s, the Buffalo 
Bills achieved one of the greatest, if 
not the greatest, comebacks in NFL 
history.  Down 35-3 at halftime, the 
Bills came roaring back to win an 
overtime victory (41-38), stunning 
their opponents, the Houston Oilers.  
And we all know that the all-time 
greatest comeback in sports history 
occurred in 2004 when the Boston 
Red Sox became the first team to ever 
force a Game 7 in an American 
League Championship Series after having been down three games to none 
— even trailing in Game 4, when they began the ninth inning.  They then 
went on to defeat the St. Louis Cardinals four games to none to win the 
World Series for the first time since 1918.  Those wins certainly gave 
freshness to the immortal words of the great American naval hero, John 
Paul Jones, who despite the fact that his own ship (Bon Homme Richard) 
was sinking, scorned the invitation of the British captain to surrender, say-
ing: “Sir, I have not yet begun to fight.”  History records that Jones and 
his crew fought on to victory. 

There is certainly a message here for all of us about determination and 
perseverance, about courage and staying the course, about being down and 
coming back.  Quarterback Frank Reich put it so well: “You gear your 
mind to not thinking in terms of how far behind you are.  We’re so geared 
to the game not being over until the final whistle blows.” 

As we begin a new year, we know that there may — most likely will — 
come days when we as individuals or we as a nation will face some real 
challenges, when our endurance and resolve may be tested.  At such times, 
remembering what the Buffalo Bills and the Boston Red Sox were able to 
achieve will be helpful.  But we have an even greater treasure to help us in 
our daily walk as we endeavor to keep the faith and hold fast to what is 
good, the example and inspiration of our Lord Jesus Christ, who turned 
sunset into sunrise and still has the power to make all things new, even our 
lives.  The Apostle Paul was aware of this power that belongs to God.  He 
put it so well: “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that 
the transcendent power belongs to God and not to us.  We are afflicted in 
every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not forsaken; struck down, but 
not destroyed….” (II Corinthians 4:7-9)                 (continued on p.3) 
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Confirmation Class News 
The Confirmation class will have 

two class sessions in January – on 
January 4 and 18, 
from 5:00-6:15.    

Also many 
thanks to all class 
members who 
helped pack the 
Christmas food 
boxes and partici-
pated in the 4:30 
and 6:00 Christmas Eve services. 

 
Christmas Tableau, Advent  
Festival and Living Nativity  

Thank you to everyone who 
helped to make our annual Advent 
festivities joyful this year.  We have 
had such a wonderful time preparing 
for the birth of the Christ Child with 
costumes, carols and cookie decorat-
ing.  So often this time of year we 
are so busy “getting ready” that we 
miss the true joy of the Advent sea-
son.  We hope you all made time to 
feel the magic and celebrate with 
great joy! 
‘Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born to you; he is Christ the 
Lord.’  Luke 2:11    

 

Snow  
Policy 
In case of severe 
weather or 

treacherous conditions, please con-
sult WMUR Channel 9, wmur.com 
or WZID, WMLL and WFEA 95.7, 
96.5 and 1370 AM to find out if we 
will be cancelling church services 
and/or Sunday school.  

 

Please Welcome Our Second Semester Teachers! 
 

Some of our Sunday school teachers volunteer for the whole 
program year, but others just for a single term.  We are so thank-
ful for each and every one of you!!  On January 15th, we will say 
goodbye and thank you to a few of our Fall teachers and wel-
come some new teachers for the second 
term.  If your child has a new teacher, 
please take the time to introduce yourself to 
your child’s new teacher and to thank them 
for sharing in your child’s faith develop-
ment!  If there is anyone who is still inter-
ested in being a part of our vital church 
school program, please contact Amy at 
465-7797 or amyce@hollischurch.org. 

 
Pre-K ............... Nicole Kabel and Sarah Cramton 
Kindergarten ... Wendy Wright and Bobby Drouin 
1st Grade .......... Stephanie Morrissey, Kim Carrier and  

Mandy Kabel  
2nd Grade ......... Dannie Putur and Tyler Ellis   
3rd Grade.......... Liz Gilbert, Shirleen Duquette and Lizzy Davis 
4th Grade .......... Valerie Guay, Matt Guay and Marcus Roche 
5th Grade .......... Peter and Matt Spooner 
6th Grade .......... Darrell and Andrew Stam 
7th Grade  ......... Michelle and Nathan Etchells   
 
 

2012 Mission Trip Fundraising Update 

Our Buffalo, NY workcampers thank all who have supported 
our recent fundraisers.  We hope you enjoyed an evening or af-
ternoon out at Uno’s Chicago Grill on November 10th.  That 
‘dough-raising’ event netted $291.39 for our workcamp expens-
es.  Thanks to everyone who ordered When Pigs Fly breads.  Our 
profits from this fundraiser were $316.50.  
   

Mission Trip Quilt 
Have you seen the beautiful hand-

made yellow & blue quilt that was 
created as a fundraiser for the 2012 
Buffalo, NY Mission Trip?  This 
lovely quilt made by Gail Harrison 
and quilted by Janice Boutotte will be 
raffled at the Mission Trip Spaghetti 
Supper on February 12.  Please see 
the ticket order form on page 7. 
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(Pastor’s Message — continued from page 1) 

At the beginning of a new year let us hope and 
pray for the best and the brightest of days ahead, 
for peace among the nations and justice for all 
God’s children.   God help us to be instruments of 
the same.   And God strengthen and uphold you 
and me by his power when the obstacles we face 
are fierce.          Amen! 

Larry W. Smith 

 
 

Adult Study Class  
A New Adult 

Study Class will 
begin in January, 
using the DVD 
based program – 
Adult Crossings.  
“The Bible contains 
hundreds of stories – thousands of names.   How 
does a person begin to understand and remember it 
all?  Adult Crossings is a unique Bible overview.  It 
explores what many scholars consider the eight 
core stories of the Bible.  This is what theologian 
Walter Brueggemann calls ‘the primal narrative – 
that most simple, elemental, and non-negotiable sto-
ry line that lies at the heart of biblical faith.’”  (Pro-
gram description)  These eight core stories will be 
presented in 11 DVD segments.   The class will 
meet weekly on 11 consecutive Wednesday 
mornings at 10:00, beginning on January 11.   
A Wednesday evening session will be scheduled 
pending interest.  The sessions will be: 

 

1. How Is the Bible True?  6. Davidic Rule 
2. God’s Call 7. Jesus’ Family Tree 
3. The Exodus 8. Jesus’ Life 
4. Sinai Covenant 9. The Cross 
5. Promised Land 10. Resurrection Life 
 11. Run the Race 

 

Please contact the church office or Rev. 
Smith if you expect to participate (and let us 
know if you would be interested in having an 
evening session).   Each participant should have a 
copy of the Journal (cost -- $12.00).   Journals are 
available through the church office and should be 
picked up and the first unit read before the first 
class session. 

From the Ladies Society 
The recent sale of food at the Community Christ-

mas Concert was a great success because many 
people provided food and many people purchased 
food.  We are thankful for the help given us.  Our 
proceeds, plus a money donation, totaled $512.14 
which has been given to the Deacons for the pur-
chase of food for the Christmas baskets.  We are 
truly thankful for everyone’s help. 

Our January meeting date to put away Christmas 
decorations has yet to be determined and will be 
announced at a later date. 

 

Thanks to all our “Church Elves”! 
At the start of Advent, our church is suddenly fes-

tooned with garlands and wreaths, candles in the 
windows, and doves gently floating above.  The 
crèche appears out of nowhere, manger empty and 
silently awaiting Jesus’ birth.  We get to enjoy all 
the decorations for a month, and then, after Christ-
mas, it just magically disappears!  Of course, we all 

know that there are church 
elves behind the magic.  
We thank you all – gar-
land, wreath, and dove 
hangers, candle placers, 
crèche builders — for all 
your hard work. 

 
From the Church Office  

The December issue of The Chimes was brought 
to you by the collating, sorting, and labeling efforts 
of Nancy Bell, Marsha Joyce, Thelma Pollard, Do-
ris Rafferty, Debbe Shipman, Mary Anne Smith, 
Joyce Toli, and Lydia Schellenberg.  Thank you! 
Thank you! 

 
**************************** 

Answers to Just for Kids page 
Puzzle: Tabitha, Dorcas 
Bible Quiz: A (See Matthew 4:1-11 and Luke 4:1-13.) 
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     January 2012    
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

New Year’s Day 
 

One Service only — 
10:30 am – Communion Worship 

(NO Sunday School ) 
1 

 

7:15 am – Men’s 
Breakfast at Denny’s 

 
 
 

2 

 

Annual Reports due 
at church office 

7pm – Stewardship 
Board meeting 

 
3 

 

10 am - Knitting Group  
5:00-6:15 pm – Confirmation 

Class 
 
 

4 

 

7 pm – Choir 
 
 
 
 

5 

 

 
 
 
 
 

6 

 

 
 
 
 
 

7 
 

9:00 am – Worship 
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School 
11:45 am –  Rainbow Ringers 

 
 
 
 
 

8 

 

7:15 am – Men’s 
Breakfast at Denny’s 

7:00 pm – CE Board 
meeting 

7 pm – Trustees budget 
meeting                 

7:15 pm – Deacons 
meeting 

9 

 

9 am – Staff meeting 
7 pm – Mission & 

Action Board 
meeting 

 
 
 
 

10 

 

10 am – Adult Crossings Adult 
Study class #1 of 11 

5 pm – Facilities Committee 
meeting  

 
 
 
 

11 

 

7 pm – Choir 
8:15 pm – Music 

Board meeting 
 
 
 
 
 

12 

 

Our church volun-
teers provide 
dinner at Ash St. 
Shelter 

 
 
 
 

13 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday 

School  
11:45 am –  Rainbow Ringers 
2:00 pm – Naomi Circle meeting – 

book discussion of The Help 
 

15 

 
 

7:15 am – Men’s 
Breakfast at Denny’s 

7 pm – Trustees meeting  
February Chimes dead-
line 

16

 
 

7 pm – Church 
Council meeting        

 
 
 
 
 

17 

 
 

10 am – Knitting Group  
10 am – Adult Crossings Adult 

Study class #2/11 
5:00-6:15 pm – Confirmation 

Class 
 
 

18 

 
 

7 pm – Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School 
11:45 am –  Rainbow Ringers 

 

22 

 
 

7:15 am – Men’s 
Breakfast at Denny’s 

 
23 

 
 

 
 
 

24 

 
 

10 am – Adult Crossings Adult 
Study class #3/11 

 
25 

 
 

 
 
 

26 

 
 

 
 
 

27 

 
 

 
 
 
 

28 

 
 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School 

 
 
 

29 

 
 

7:15 am – Men’s 
Breakfast at Denny’s 

 
 
 

30 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

31 

 
 

Mission Items of the Month:  
 

Suitcases and medium-sized Duffle Bags  
 
for children in foster care 
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Mission and Action News 
 

January Item of the Month: Suitcases 
for Children in Foster Care 

This month, the Mission and Action committee is taking on a 
new opportunity in support of our local community: suitcases 
for children in foster care.  Very often, when these children 
move from one home to another, they may only have plastic 
garbage bags to hold their personal 
items and clothing.  Your donation of 
a gently used or new suitcase, 
either the rolling kind with 
wheels or a medium sized duf-
fle bag, will make such a positive 
difference during these transitional 
times. Donations may be left by the 
shopping cart outside of the church 
office.  

Thank you in advance for your generous support!  

 
2011-2012 Oil Program 

This year is our 5th consecutive year of offering home heat-
ing oil assistance to area families.  To support this program, the 
Christmas Eve offering will once again be used to purchase a 

number of oil certificates valid for 100 gal-
lons of home heating oil.  Due to the large 
number of requests that have already come in 
from needy families, Rev. Smith has already 
distributed 10 certificates that were generous-
ly donated by the oil vendor, but we look 
forward to helping other families in the great-
er Hollis area with the additional certificates 
we purchase with the Christmas Eve offering.    

 
Food Pantry Donation  

The food pantry at St. John Neumann Church in Merrimack, 
NH is the designated facility for Hollis area residents in need of 
assistance.  The Mission and Action committee strives to donate 
enough money to support half of all of the expenses associated 
with providing support to those Hollis area families in need of 
food.  We are pleased to announce that during the month of De-
cember, we provided a second donation to the St. John Neu-
mann Food Pantry to help with the costs associated with feeding 
people in our immediate area.

Donation to NH United 
Campus Ministry  

Through campus ministry programs 
across our state, students get the experi-
ence of sharing bible study and mean-
ingful community service, engaging in 
discussions about faith, and deepening 
their understanding of spirituality.  Un-
fortunately drastic budget cuts have left 
these programs in jeopardy leaving the-
se young people with fewer options for 
their spiritual care and development.  
The M&A committee recently provide 
a donation to the NH Conference UCC 
to help support campus ministry pro-
grams.  If you wish to personally sup-
port these programs, you can submit 
your payment to our church with a note 
indicating “Campus Ministry.” 
 

Item of the Month Collections 
from November 

Because of your donations, the 
M&A committee made a delivery of 9 
bags of personal hygiene supplies 
(soaps, deodorant, etc.) for the Nashua 
Children’s Home.  This organization 
provides food, shelter, and educational 
programs for 40 area children from the 
ages of 10 – 18.  Thank you for your 
generous donations! 
 

2011 CROP Walk Tallies 
Many in our congregation supported 

walkers or walked themselves in the Oc-
tober CROP Walk for hunger relief.  
Here are the final figures: 

Our church sent 24 walkers who raised 
$3,822.  Overall, 461 walkers from 23 
churches and other organizations raised 
$50,548.36.  Local organizations receiv-
ing a portion of these funds were Nashua 
Soup Kitchen, Salvation Army, Corpus 
Christi Food Pantry, and the St. John 
Neumann Food Pantry.  The balance of 
the monies raised goes to Church World 
Service to fight hunger across the globe.  
Thank you to all who helped!
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Just for Kids… 
 
 
 

Bible Quiz… 
During Jesus’ time in the wilderness after his baptism, Satan tempted him to do three things. Which of the fol-
lowing was not one of the temptations? 

A. To change water into wine so wedding guests would know he was God’s Son  
B. To throw himself down from the top of the temple, expecting angels to save him  
C. To turn stones into bread to satisfy his hunger  
D. To worship Satan in order to gain all the world’s kingdoms  

(answers on p. 3) 
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JANUARY 
BELLS 
 

Come ring in the New Year! 
 

Rainbow Ringers 
 

Practice: 11:45 am – 12:30 pm in Parkhurst Room 
Sunday Jan 8, 15, 22 

Play: January 29 at the 10:30 service 
 

****************************** 
 

Our Church Records 
 

Baptisms 
December 11, 2011 
Conlan Henry McCarthy and Griffin Liam McCarthy, 

sons of Gavin Edward McCarthy and Laura (Coul-
ter) McCarthy 

 
 

Memorial Gifts 
In loving memory of Vaughan Pitman by: 
Claire and Leonard Boucher 
Carolyn and Louis Gargasz 
Eleanor and Frank Whittemore 
Marilyn Wehrle 
 

******************************* 
 

Naomi Circle 
The Naomi Circle will meet Sunday, January 15, at 

2:00 p.m. in Emerson Chapel.  We will be discussing 
the book The Help by Kathryn Stockett.  Even if you 
haven’t read the book (or seen the movie!), all women 
are invited to enjoy fellowship and a lively discussion.  

 
May we pray for you? 

 

More things are wrought by prayer 
Than this world dreams of. 
Wherefore, let thy voice  
Rise like a fountain for me night and day. 

—Alfred Lord Tennyson 
 
 

Members of our Prayer Chain 
stand ready to pray for all of your 
needs.  All requests are held in 
confidence.  Please contact Rev. 
Larry Smith at 465-7797 or Lydia 
Schellenberg at 465-2495.   

Mission Trip Quilt 
The beautiful handmade yellow & blue quilt 

and a hand-quilted table piece made by Brenda 
Gibson will be offered for raffle at the Mission 
Trip Spaghetti Supper on February 12 as a fund-
raiser for the 2012 Buffalo, NY Mission Trip.  
Raffle tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5.  You 
can purchase tickets from Gail Harrison or 
use the order form below.  When we receive 
your order, your name 
and phone number will 
be written on each of 
your tickets and 
dropped in the raffle 
bucket.  Don’t miss 
your chance to take 
this lovely quilt home 
with you! 

 
Quilt Ticket Order Form 
 

Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5. 

Total ________ # of tickets requested 

Total $______________ enclosed 
 
Name 

_____________________________________ 
 
Address 

_____________________________________ 
 
Telephone 

_____________________________________ 

 
Please make checks payable to the Con-

gregational Church of Hollis with Mission 
Trip Quilt on the memo line. 
 

Send order form and payment to: 
Congregational Church of Hollis 
3 Monument Square 
Hollis, NH  03049  
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Coming in February… 
 

Annual Meeting ~ Sunday, February 12 
(snow date February 19) 

 
Mission Trip  
Spaghetti Supper 
Sunday, February 12 with 
seatings at 5pm and 6:30 pm 
Ticket order form coming 
soon! 
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