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The Chimes is published monthly 
September to May.  One edition is 
published for the summer months.  
All submissions for the newsletter 
are due by the 15th of the month 
preceding publication.

 
 

Mardi Gras Sunday  
March 2 — Worship at 9 & 10:30 am     

  
Dear Members & Friends, 
MARDI GRAS SUNDAY ~ Don't miss this coming Sunday, March 2, at 
both services, when we will be celebrating Mardi Gras!  Your Deacons 
and Christian Education and Music committees have been planning for a 
month to bring us a very spirit-filled worship experience.  Mardi Gras, as 
many of you know, ushers in the season of Lent, which begins the follow-
ing Sunday, March 9, with Communion. 
The Jazz Band from our Hollis Brookline High School will be with us, as 
will some very special music by our Choir, and the Sunday School chil-
dren will be in worship for a portion of the 10:30 service to experience 
Mardi Gras as well. 
A PANCAKE BREAKFAST follows at 11:30 am in Hardy Hall, put on 
by the Youth Groups & Confirmation young people.  All are invited, and 
it will be a free will offering.  Mardi Gras Sunday is a fine opportunity to 
bring your entire family, and perhaps introduce someone you know who 
might be searching for a spiritual home to our congregation. 
  

NEW MEMBERS ~ Recently we welcomed a fine class of new members 
to our congregation.  We were delighted to have Anna Birch, Ginnie and 
Allen Brown, Carole Kopser, Jennifer Squires, and Noreen and Jim Polus 
unite with us in the ministries and missions of the Church.  Another group 
of folks who may be inquiring about becoming members will meet with 
Rev. Macfarlane soon, in anticipation of uniting as Easter nears.  Please 
speak with me, email, or phone to let me know of your interest. 
  

THANK YOU!  I write this Chimes note to you from sunny Florida, as 
Diana and I are away for a week of “r&r,” visiting friends on both the At-
lantic and Gulf sides, enjoying an overnight as guests of fellow parishion-
ers in Estero, and having a boat ride from Ft. Myers to Key West.  Didn’t 
encounter a single alligator, however!  We’ll be back in Hollis just in time 
for the next blizzard! 

See you at Mardi Gras!! 
Rev. Bob,  Interim Minister                                       
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Confirmation Class Calendar 
SUNDAY, March 2 – Mardi Gras 

Sunday.  Confirmands & Youth 
cook Pancake Brunch 

Wed, March 5 – Class 5:00-6:15 pm 
Wed, March 19 – Class 5:00-6:15 pm 
 

**************** 

Youth Group News! 
Take a look!  The Senior Youth 
Group finished scraping and repaint-
ing the church's stairway at the west 
entry and the walls of the entryway 
will be next.   
 

The February Senior & Junior Youth 
Groups' Indoor Winter Olympic 
Games were a huge success!  The 22 
youth and the leaders had great fun 
competing and earning team medals in 
nine different funky skiing and skating 
events, curling and bobsled.  Check 
out the youth group bulletin board for 
photos! 
 
 

Both the Junior & 
Senior Youth 
Groups are invited 
to bake cookies, set-up and decorate 
Hardy Hall on Saturday, March 1st (4 
- 5:30 pm) in preparation for the all-
church fellowship Mardi Gras Pancake 
Brunch to be hosted by the Senior YG 
and Confirmation class on Sunday, 
March 2nd. 
  

The next Youth Group fellowship 
events will be a “Silent Night” of 
games and activities on Sunday, 
March 9th in Hardy Hall (4 - 5:30 pm 
for Junior YG and 6:30 - 8 pm for Sen-
ior YG).  Come join the fun! 
For more details on events, please see 
the church website to contact a Youth 
Group Leader. 

A time of waiting and a time of change… 
The church season of Lent begins on 

Ash Wednesday, March 5th.  Lent is a 
time for self-inspection and offers us an 
intentional opportunity to be mindful 
that we are called to faithful living.  
Lent lasts for six weeks, and includes 

our Maundy Thursday service on April 13th, our Palm Sunday 
service on, April 17th, and ends gloriously on Easter Sunday, 
April 20th.   

In our Worship Centers, we change the color of the altar to 
purple to signify this period of faithful waiting and change.  Our 
Pre-K/Kindergarten, First/Second grade classes will be hearing 
the Parables of the Prodigal Son, and the Sower, along with the 
amazing faith story of Zacchaeus. 

Our SPARK and Seasons of the Spirit classes will be exam-
ining stories of Nicodemus, Lazarus and Ezekiel to affirm our 
“faith ancestors” and to realize the gift of God’s steadfast love.   

 

 

Children in Mission … 
Blanketing the world with God's Love 
  

During the season of Lent our 5th grade 
class selects and organizes a service project 
to inspire all of us to respond to God’s call-
ing. This year our fifth graders connected 
with the Church World Service Blan-
kets+ mission project. For over 60 years 
the CWS Blankets+ program has provided 
blankets, tents, food and other supplies in 
the wake of a disaster. The “plus” includes 
tools and seeds for planting fields, safe wa-
ter to drink and irrigate crops, and literacy 
training for people in need. A donation of $5 can buy a specially 
designed blanket to be used in disaster relief around the world. 
Envelopes are available in the church office and the meeting 
house pews. 

The class would like the “plus” to include supporting the 
Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter which “blankets” local people 
in need. They have a Birthday Room to provide new toys and 
gifts for children staying in their shelters or have no resources to 
celebrate. Their wish list includes a gift card for bowling or the 
movies (for two), outdoor items like balls, kites, chalk, bubbles, 
or anything else that kids might enjoy. They also collect party 
plates, hats, napkins, candles and any supplies left over from 
your own birthday parties.
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Our Sunday school children are going to have the 
challenge to bring a particular item designated for 
their class. 
 

Pre-K and K: Stuffed animals, Fisher-Price toys 
1st and 2nd grade: Coloring books and crayons 
3rd grade: Books 
4th grade: Chalk and jump ropes 
5th grade: Sports balls 
6th/7th grade: Activity gift cards 
 

The class will be collecting donations in Hardy Hall 
until April 13. You are the “plus” in Blankets+ that 
will make a difference in the lives of those in need. 
Please consider helping the 5th grade class with their 
Lenten service project. 

 
Pretzel Time! 

Looking for a family activity  
during Lent?  Why not bake some  

Lenten Pretzels together!  Pretzels 
were made during the fifth century as a Lenten food 
in countries such as Germany and Poland.  People 
began making them on Ash Wednesday as a way to 
honor the sacred season of Lent.  The German word 
“pretzel” means “little arms.”  The pretzel is shaped 
so as to look like two arms crossed in prayer.  So en-
joy some family time baking pretzels together and be 
reminded that Lent is a time of prayerful waiting.        
 

Lenten Pretzels 
1 1/4 cups warm water (85°) 
1 tablespoon dry yeast 
1/2 teaspoon sugar 
4 1/2cups flour 
1 egg yolk 
1 to 2 teaspoons water or milk 
Coarse salt 

Let yeast and sugar dissolve in water for one hour. 
Add flour to yeast mixture and beat until smooth. 
Knead mixture for seven to eight minutes. Place in a 
greased, covered bowl and let the dough rise until 
double in size. Divide the dough in half; then divide 
each half into smaller pieces of equal size. Roll each 
piece in your hands to make pencil shapes twelve 
(12) to fifteen (15) inches long. Shape each length of 
dough into pretzels (see the diagram). Place on a 
greased baking sheet. Brush with egg yolk and water 
or milk mixture. Sprinkle with coarse salt. Bake at 
325 degrees until lightly browned on top. 

Christian 
Education Director 

 

After many years of sharing her 
gifts and talents with our families, Amy 

Zapp will be stepping down as Director of Chris-
tian Education in order to devote more time to 
her family.  She will be greatly missed in her 
role, but wants to assure everyone that she will 
still be around as a member of our church family 
and involved with the Mission Trip.  Thank you, 
Amy!  We wish you and your family well.    
 

As we search for a new CE director, Michelle 
Gehan will be increasing her hours at the church 
this spring.   There is still a need for more help 
though, and if you are interested in volunteering 
some time during this transition, it would be 
most appreciated.  Please contact Michelle if you 
can offer some time and help.  
MichelleCE@hollischurch.org 

 
Search for a New Christian Ed Director 
The CE Board has developed a subcommittee to 
research and recommend a new CE Director.  
The members of this committee are Martha Dai-
gle, Shirleen Duquette and Peter Spooner.  If an-
yone has input regarding the next CE Director, 
please contact one of these committee members.  
They can be reached via email at dai-
gle33@charter.net (Martha), 
ks.duke@charter.net (Shirleen), paspoon-
er@yahoo.com (Peter). 

 
Horton Center Church Camp  

Summer Camp…already??  Yes, it is time to 
start planning for summer church camp.  Regis-
tration is now open!  Our New Hampshire 
Conference has a fabulous program that is open 
to all ages, and offers a variety of programs like 
backpacking, canoeing and family camp.  For 
more information you can check out the Confer-
ence website http://www.hortoncenter.org/ or 
contact Amy Zapp (who LOVES to talk about 
summer camp) 465-7797.  
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March 2014 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 4-5:30 pm  in Hardy Hall 
Jr & Sr Youth Groups dec-
orate for Mardi Gras       1 

 

Mardi Gras Sunday 
9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School 
11:30 am – Mardi Gras Pancake Brunch 

 
 

2 

 
 

7:15 am – Men’s Breakfast 
at Denny’s 

8:30 am – Ladies’ Break-
fast at Joey’s Diner 

7:00 pm – CE Board 
meeting 

3 

 
 

2 pm – Scrabble 
group (at mem-
ber homes) 

7pm – Steward-
ship Board 
meeting 

4 

 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Lent begins 

9 am – Staff meeting 
5:00-6:15 pm – 
Confirmation Class 

 
5 

 
 

10 am – Knitting 
Group  

7 pm – Choir 
 
 
 

6 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
 

Girl Scout Sunday 
9:00 am – Communion Worship 
10:30 am – Communion Worship and 

Sunday School 
4–5:30 pm  Jr. Youth Group Silent Night 
6:30-8 pm  Sr. Youth Group Silent Night 

9 

 

7:15 am – Men’s Breakfast 
at Denny’s 

8:30 am – Ladies’ Break-
fast at Joey’s Diner 

7:15 pm – Deacons  
meeting 

10 

 

7 pm – Mission & 
Action Board 
meeting 

 
 
 

11 

 

5 pm – Facilities 
Committee meeting  

 
 
 
 

12 

 

7 pm – Choir 
8:15 pm – Music 

Board meeting 
 
 
 

13 

 

April Chimes 
deadline 

Our church vol-
unteers provide 
dinner at Ash 
St. Shelter 

          14 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School  
11:30 am – Youth Chimes 
12:00 noon – Women’s Luncheon at  

Lawrence Barn  
16 

 
 

7:15 am – Men’s Break-
fast at Denny’s 

8:30 am – Ladies’ Break-
fast at Joey’s Diner 

7 pm – Trustees meeting                 
17 

 
 

2 pm – Scrabble 
group (at member 
homes) 
7:00 pm – Church 
Council meeting 

18 

 
 

5:00-6:15 pm – 
Confirmation Class 

 
 
 

19 

 
 

10 am – Knitting 
Group  

 
 
 

20 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

21 

10am – 3 pm 
In Hardy Hall 

22 
 
 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School 
11:30 am – Youth Chimes 

 
 

23 

 
 

7:15 am – Men’s Break-
fast at Denny’s 

8:30 am – Ladies’ Break-
fast at Joey’s Diner 

 
24 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

25 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

26 

 
 

7 pm – Choir 
 
 
 
 

27 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

28 

 
 

Mar 28-Mar 30 
UCC Women’s Cel-
ebration IX 
“Together We Can” 
In Portland, Maine 

29 
 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing offering  
9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School 

 
30 

 
 

7:15 am – Men’s Break-
fast at Denny’s 

8:30 am – Ladies’ Break-
fast at Joey’s Diner 

31 

 

Mission Items of the Month: 
 

• Dishwashing Liquid 
• Powdered Laundry Detergent   
• Bottles of Juice or small size juice packs 

    For Corpus Christi food pantry 
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Work-
camp 
News 

 
To our Congregation: 
First, thanks so much to all the 
work campers and their families 
for their hard work and contribu-
tions to our Annual Spaghetti 
Supper.  This yearly event is 
wonderful for our church family 
and we are happy that it was a 
success!  We hope that all of you 
that attended enjoyed our Italian 
feast!  Thank you again for your 
continued support of our Week 
Long Mission Trip. 

Again this year, Gail Harrison 
donated a beautiful handmade 
quilt for the Mission Trip Quilt 
Raffle.  This year’s winner was 
Dan Griffin… Congratulations to 
Dan! 

We will be holding a few 
more fundraisers before we 
head out to Shamokin, PA in Ju-
ly.  First, keep an eye out for a 
Uno’s Dough Raiser and for our 
Yard Work Days in May!   
 

For Workcampers: 
And for those of you attending 
the Mission Trip in July, we have 
an extremely important meet-
ing scheduled for April 13th at 
11:45.  We will be reviewing 
forms and safety at this meeting.  
Prior to that meeting, you will be 
receiving instructions for the 
online registration format. 

We are all looking forward to 
more fundraising and more 
events leading up to our amazing 
week of service in July! 
 
 
 

Settled Pastor Search Fundraising 
 

Based upon the passage of Warrant Article #5 at February’s Annu-
al Meeting, the Stewardship Board will be starting a Settled Pastor 
Search fundraising campaign this spring.  The funds raised will go 
towards travel expenses incurred bring-
ing in candidates, search committee trav-
el expenses to visit candidates at their 
home church, as well as moving expens-
es.  Any excess funds raised will be used 
to replenish our endowment.   Stay tuned 
to learn how you can help our congrega-
tion find the perfect candidate to be our 
new Pastor.   

 
 

Planning for the Inevitable 
 

Who is the keeper of important information at your home?  Is 
this information (ranging from your health care wishes to your legacy 
of love) documented?  If something were to happen to you, would 
someone else know where to find it?   
 

Please plan to attend church on March 16th to hear Reverend 
Macfarlane’s sermon on planning for what we know will happen to 
all of us.   The Stewardship Board has put together a booklet to help 
you plan for the end of your life so that your wishes, passwords, and 
other important information are all in one place.  In addition, we can 
read in our Annual Report (page 50) that there is an appeal to the 
congregation to make new contributions to our endowment fund.  
Along with a well-planned funeral designed to celebrate your life, 
now is an opportune time to consider a wonderful legacy you wish to 
leave behind. 

 
CELEBRATION IX 

 

 “Together We Can…” 
 

sponsored by the United Church of Christ  
Women Leaders of New England 

 

Friday-Sunday, March 28-30, 2014  
Holiday Inn by the Bay in Portland, Maine 

 

Worship – Keynote Speakers – Music – Workshops and Forums – 
Bible Study –Connections (workshop for youth 14yrs +)  

 Marketplace —and more 
 
This event takes place just once every four years.  Come be a part of this 
spring weekend gathering of women – lay and clergy.  For more infor-
mation or to register online, go to www.uccwomenscelebration.org or 
speak with Dot Pitman! 
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Mission and Action News 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing - 
March 30th 
 

In 1949, church leaders from several denom-
inations formed an ad hoc committee to or-
ganize an appeal aimed at supporting the 
separate campaigns of American churches. 
This nationwide united effort by America’s 

Christians has an importance far beyond the practical goal of 
fund raising. For this great joint program will not only strengthen 
the vitally important relief and rehabilitation work of the church-
es overseas, but will also prove to all the world how great is the 
power generated when Christians unite in a common cause.  
Today, projects are underway in more than 100 countries, includ-
ing the United States and Canada. We ask for your help by do-
nating in the special offering for One Great Hour of Sharing on 
March 30. Watch for the special envelope inserted in your Sun-
day bulletin. Additional information can be found at 
www.onegreathourofsharing.org 
 
March Items of the Month 

 

 Dishwashing Liquid (any size) 
 Powdered Laundry Detergent (any size)  
 Bottles of Juice or small size juice packs 

 

for the Corpus Christi Food Pantry 
 

The Corpus Christi Food Pantry serves the community with as-
sorted food items and also provides toiletries and other essential 
personal care products to families in need. This month, please 
help them with your donation of the items mentioned above. Af-
ter we deliver our donation, the staff will “divide up” the deter-
gent into appropriate household sizes so that all may benefit from 
clean dishes/laundry. Thank you for your ongoing and generous 
support! 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Saturday, March 22 
10:00 am - 3:00 pm in Hardy Hall 
 

There is a critical shortage of blood dona-
tions. The ongoing winter storms and freezing temperatures have 
resulted in many fewer blood and platelet donations. A blood 
drive will be held at the church on Saturday, March 22. Volun-
teers are needed to help with the drive. (no medical training 
needed ) Please contact Kenric Nelson at 603-508-9827 or ken-
ric.nelson@gmail.com if you can assist. 

February Items of the Month: 
Your donations of peanut butter and 
tuna fish for the St John Neuman Food 
Pantry are much appreciated. Thank 
you! The Food Pantry directly helps 
families right here in Hollis and in other 
local communities such as Nashua, 
Merrimack and Amherst. 
 
Heating Oil Assistance  
Do you know of someone 
needing assistance in 
paying for heating oil? If 
so, please ask them to 
contact the church office. 
In addition to the 1000 
gallons of oil donated by 
our partnering oil supplier, the generous 
Christmas Eve offering permitted the 
purchase of 17 heating oil certificates. 
 
Ash Street Shelter  
The Ash Street Shelter is a support cen-
ter offering basic needs to men, women 
and children in the greater Nashua area. 
Once a month the church provides a 
meal for those staying in the shelter. 
Volunteers are needed for the months 
of April, June and July. The Mission 
and Action Committee will provide you 
with $75 in grocery gift cards to buy the 
fixings for a meal. Cook it in your own 
home or at the church, and drop it off at 
the shelter in disposable containers. No 
staying to serve the meal and no clean 
up needed. Those interested in volun-
teering should contact Janet at 603-465-
3284 or hollisjanet@gmail.com. 
 
Welcome 4 New Members to M & A! 
Martha Daigle, Caroline Daigle, Karen 
Marino and Joyce Pepin have joined 
our committee. Thank you for stepping 
forward to participate in the outreach of 
the church. 

.

http://www.onegreathourofsharing.org/
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Ladies Breakfast every Monday morn-
ing at 8:30 a.m. Start you week off in fellow-

ship with women from the church. Come be-
fore work, after dropping kids off and before you 

do your errands.  We meet at: 
Joey’s Diner 

1 Craftsman Lane (Rte 101A – Amherst St) 
Amherst, NH 03031 
Phone: (603) 577-8955 
Email: joey@joeysdiner.com 

 
**************** 

 
 

From the Church Office 
A BIG Thank You goes to Nancy Bell, Brenda Gibson, 
Marsha Joyce, Freddi Olson, Thelma Pollard, Doris Raffer-
ty, Lydia Schellenberg, and Debbe Shipman for preparing 
the February edition of The Chimes for mailing. 

 

Youth Chimes 
 

Practice: Sundays, March 
16 and March 23 at 11:30 
a.m. Flagg Room 

 

Play March 30 at 10:30 
worship service 

 
**************************** 

 

Our Church Records 
New Members ~ February 9, 2014 

Anna Birch 
Allen and Viginia (Ginnie) Brown 
Grace Calileo 
Carole Kopser 
Noreen and V. James (Jim) Polus 

 

Deaths ~ January 9, 2014 
Charles A. Hines 

 
 

                                
 

4th Annual Women’s Luncheon 
A celebration for women of the church 

Come socialize, get to know one another, and have a word of inspiration 
 

12:00 noon on Sunday, March 16th at the Lawrence Barn 
Cost $ 12.00  (profits go to the Pastoral Search Fundraising campaign) 

 

                                                  
 

Name(s)_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone_______________________________________ 

 
Reservation for ________(Number of places reserved) ________Total cash/check enclosed at $12 per person 
 

Please RSVP by March 12 
 

To reserve your place, send this form and a check payable to The Congregational Church of Hollis with 
Women’s Luncheon  on the memo line to: 

The Congregational Church of Hollis, 3 Monument Square, Hollis, NH  03049  
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