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preceding publication.

 
 

           A Pastoral Prayer for 
 

Morning by morning you awaken us, O God;   
day by day you show us your wondrous love.   

The words of your commandments fall fresh upon our listening ears;  
we heed your wisdom and are renewed by your word.   

You surround us with countless acts that tell of your majesty;  
we are struck by your goodness as we are refreshed in your Spirit.   

Come, Gracious God, dwell in our hearts for you are the God we 
adore.  Amen. 

Friends, all religions have times of reflection, times when we go 
inward.  The Christian Season of Lent is upon us, and rather than think 
of it as a dark time, let us think of it as a time of letting go of that which 
hinders us.  Let us lighten our burdens and let the light of God in our 
hearts out into the world.   Thanks be to God.   

Bonnie 
 
 

  
 

Settled Pastor Candidate Announcement 
 

The Rev. Tanya Rasmussen, our candidate for the position of settled 
pastor, and her husband Joel will be with us the weekend of March 21-22.  
A letter introducing our candidate will be mailed to you shortly.  Multiple 
events for meeting Tanya and Joel are being planned for the 21st and 22nd 
of March. Events for Saturday, March 21, are still in planning. On Sun-
day, the 22nd, you can meet Tanya and Joel over coffee at 9:00 a.m. in 
Hardy Hall. Please note, there will be only one worship service at 10:30 
on March 22, as this coffee hour replaces the 9:00 worship service.  

Rev. Rasmussen will lead our regular 10:30 a.m. service. Immediately 
after the 10:30 worship, a special congregational meeting will be held for 
the purpose of voting on the candidate. We urge you to attend and to 
share in this important decision.  

Following the congregational meeting, a potluck luncheon will be 
served in Hardy Hall.  The Hospitality Committee is organizing the 
luncheon, please email Nora Lewis at thelewis4@msn.com with your 
contribution.     
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March 1 (Sunday) – class visit to a Baptist 
church in Nashua 

March 3 (Tuesday) class, 5:00-6:15 
March 29, Palm Sunday – 11:45 a.m. -

Confirmands pack Easter food boxes at 
Brookdale 

March 31 (Tuesday) class, 5:00-6:15 
 

******************************** 
 

 

Save the dates for Senior Youth Group!  
On Sunday, March 1st the SYG will be 
hosting and serving the rescheduled Mardi 
Gras Pancake Brunch.  Then the Funky 
Winter Olympics return for SYG with 
both old favorites and new events on Sun-
day, March 8th (6:30 - 8:30 pm) in Hardy 
Hall. 
 

On Sunday, March 8th (1 - 4:30 pm) the 
Junior Youth Group will be supporting 
our own performers, Claire Seddon and 
Devon Kuchta, by attending the matinee of 
the Junior Actorsingers musical A Year 
with Frog and Toad.  Advance reservation 
and ticket purchase required--contact Carol 
Birch.  (Details to follow via email.) 

 
Vacation Bible School 
  Join the fun!! VBS planning is under-
way... Please mark your calendars and save 
the date for July 13-16th from 9:00 am to 
12:00 pm. 
   More details coming soon....   

 

The Lenten season 
has begun, and we hope 
you enjoy this time with 
your family and friends. 
Lent is a time for self-
inspection and offers us an 
intentional opportunity to 

be mindful that we are called to faithful living. Lent lasts for 
six weeks, and includes our Palm Sunday service on March 
29th, our Maundy Thursday service on April 3rd and ends 
gloriously on Easter Sunday. 

In our Sunday School classrooms, we change the color of 
the altar to purple to signify this period of faithful waiting 
and change. Our 4th grade class will begin their Commun-
ion unit on March 15 (2 consecutive Sundays). 

  
Lenten Service Project  
Each year our 5th grade class selects and organizes a service 
project to inspire all of us to listen and respond to God’s 
calling.  This year our fifth graders have chosen to support 
two organizations that provide basic needs to newborn in-
fants.  The first is Newborns In Need which distributes es-
sential items to families with new babies.  The second is 
The Stork Project which provides welcome bundles to low 
income new moms through New Hampshire social workers.  
Both groups were founded on Christian principles of love 
and acceptance, which our fifth grade class has embraced 
through their Lenten Project.   
They need your help and are requesting… 

• new or gently used infant clothing ~  
sleepers, onesies, outfits, jackets, booties 
• blankets 
• toiletries 
• diapers & wipes 
• bibs 
• burp cloths 
• pacifiers   
 

Drop boxes are available in Hardy Hall until Sunday March 
29.  Your generous support is greatly appreciated in giving 
comfort and safety to God’s newest creations.  
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Communion News 
The 5th, 6th, and 7th graders will join the congregation for 
communion during the 10:30 service on March 1st. 
 

Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
Hopefully the snow will start to melt, with 
Easter right around the corner! This year’s 
activity will take place on March 29, 
Palm Sunday, directly following the 
10:30 service. So parents, bring your chil-
dren to Little Nichols field immediately 
after church, on March 29th to enjoy a tra-
ditional Easter egg hunt. 
Please make sure children are dressed appropriately as this 
is an outdoor, rain or shine activity. 
 
 

Pretzel Time 
  Looking for a fun family activity during Lent? Why not 
bake some Lenten Pretzels together? Pretzels were made 
during the fifth century as a Lenten food in countries such 
as Germany and Poland.  People began making them on 
Ash Wednesday as a way to honor the sacred season of 

Lent. The German word "pretzel" means “lit-
tle arms.” The pretzel is shaped so as to 
look like two arms crossed together in 
prayer. So enjoy some family time baking 
pretzels together and be reminded that Lent 
is a time of prayerful waiting. 

        Lenten Pretzels 
           1 1/4 cups warm water 
           1 tablespoon dry yeast 
           1/2 teaspoon sugar 
           4 1/2 cups flour 
           1 egg yolk 
           1 to 2 teaspoons water or milk 
           Coarse salt 
Let yeast and sugar dissolve in water for one hour. Add 
flour to yeast mixture and beat until smooth. Knead mixture 
for seven to eight minutes. Place in a greased, covered bowl 
and let the dough rise until double in size. Divide the dough 
in half; then divide each half into smaller pieces of equal 
size. Roll each piece in your hands to make pencil shapes 
12 to 15 inches long. Shape each length of dough into pret-
zels (see diagram). Place on a greased baking sheet. Brush 
with egg yolk and water or milk mixture. Sprinkle with 
coarse salt.  
Bake at 325 degrees until lightly browned on top. 

Mission Trip News 
 

First, thanks so much to all the work camp-
ers and their families for volunteering to 
host our Annual Mission Trip Spaghetti 
Supper, which was cancelled due to an-
other snow storm. Unfortunately, we have 
not been able to reschedule this event.  If 
you are interested in a refund, please con-
tact Holly Babcock at hdeurloo@aol.com 
or 465-7448.  
 

Again this year, we received a beautiful 
handmade quilt — pieced and quilted by 
Janice Boutotte — for the Mission Trip 
Quilt Raffle.  The raffle will now be held 
on Sunday, March 1 at the Mardi Gras 
Brunch. 
 

We will be holding a few more fundraisers 
before we head out to Charlotte, NY.  We 
are holding a Dining for Dollars Event at 
Bertucci’s on March 29th.  Please head 
over to enjoy an eat-in or take-out meal.   
15% of your bill will be donated to the 
Mission Trip.  Just be sure to mention the 
Mission Trip or to bring in a copy of the 
flyer in this newsletter. 
 

And for those of you attending the Mission 
Trip in July, we have an extremely im-
portant workcamper meeting scheduled 
for April 12th at 11:45 in Hardy Hall.  
We will be reviewing forms and safety at 
this meeting.  Prior to that meeting, you 
will be receiving instructions for the online 
registration format. 
 

We are all looking forward 
to more fundraising and 
more events leading up to 
our amazing week of ser-
vice in July! 
 
 

************************** 
 

From the Church Office 
A BIG Thank You goes to Brenda Gibson, 
Marsha Joyce, Jane Nichols, Freddi Olson, 
Thelma Pollard, Doris Rafferty, Joyce Toli 
and Peggy Van Blarigan for preparing the 
February edition of The Chimes for mail-
ing. 
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         March 2015       
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

9:00 am – Communion Worship 
10:30 am – Communion Worship / NO 

Sunday School 
11:30 am – Mardi Gras  Pancake Brunch 
11:45 am – Youth Ring 

1 

 
 

7:15 am – Men’s Break-
fast at Denny’s 

8:00 am – Women’s 
Breakfast at Joey’s 

7:00 pm – CE Board 
meeting                2 

 
 

10:30 am – Adult 
Bible study #1 of 4 

5:00-6:15 pm – Con-
firmation class 

7pm – Stewardship 
Board meeting     3 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4 

 
 

10 am – Knitting 
Group  

7 pm – Choir 
 
 

5 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 

Girl Scout Sunday 
9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School 
11:30 am – New Member Enquirer’s class 
11:45 am – Youth Ring 
1:00 pm – JYG A Year with Frog & Toad trip 
6:30 pm – Sr Youth Group Funky Olympics 

8 

 

7:15 am – Men’s Break-
fast at Denny’s 

8:00 am – Women’s 
Breakfast at Joey’s 

7:15 pm – Deacons 
meeting 

 
9 

 

9 am – Staff meeting 
10:30 am – Adult 
Bible study #2 of 4 

7 pm – Mission & 
Action Board meet-
ing 

 
10 

 

5 pm – Facili-
ties Commit-
tee meeting  

 
 
 
 

11 

 

10 am – Knitting 
Group  

7 pm – Choir 
8:15 pm – Music 

Board meeting 
 
 

12 

 

Our church volun-
teers provide 
dinner at Ash St. 
Shelter 

 
 
 

13 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 
 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School  
11:45 am – Youth Ring 
2:00 pm – Naomi Circle meeting  

 

April Chimes deadline  
 15 

 
 

7:15 am – Men’s 
Breakfast at Denny’s 

8:00 am – Women’s 
Breakfast at Joey’s 

7 pm – Trustees meet-
ing  

16 

 
 

10:30 am – Adult 
Bible study #3 of 4 

7:00 pm – Church 
Council meeting 

 
 

17 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

18 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

19 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

20 

 

10am – 3 pm 
In Hardy Hall 

 

21 

 

Settled Pastor Candidate Preaches 
 

9:00 am – NO Worship –  
Coffee Fellowship to meet our candidate 
10:30 am – Worship / NO Sunday School 
11:30 am – Congregational meeting 

Potluck Luncheon after meeting 
 

Easter flowers order deadline              22 

 

7:15 am – Men’s 
Breakfast at Denny’s 

8:00 am – Women’s 
Breakfast at Joey’s 

 

 
 

23 

 
 

10:30 am – Adult 
Bible study #4 of 4 

 
 
 
 

24 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

25 

 
 

7 pm – Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

26 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

27 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

28 

 

Palm Sunday 
9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School  
11:30 am – Easter Egg Hunt 
11:30 am – Confirmands pack Easter food 

boxes at Brookdale 
29 

 
 
 

7:15 am – Men’s 
Breakfast at Denny’s 

8:00 am – Women’s 
Breakfast at Joey’s 

 
30 

 
 
 

5:00-6:15 pm – Con-
firmation class 

 
 
 

31 

 
 

Mission Items of the Month:  
Non-Perishable Food Items  
       (no glass containers, please) 
 
 

for the Corpus Christi Food Pantry 
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Enquirer’s Class ~  
An Opportunity to learn and become 

a member of our church family 
Have you ever wondered about our 
church, the UCC, what it means to be a 
member?  An Enquirer’s Class will be 
offered for anyone interested in learn-
ing more and possibly joining the 
church.   We will meet in Emerson 
Chapel on Sunday, March 8, after the 
10:30 worship service.  Please contact 
Bonnie if you are interested (pas-
tor@hollischurch.org or 247-5489). 

 
 

And It Was Good  
And it Was Good is a 
four week adult study 
arising from the Bible in 
the life of the Church.  
There will be a specific 
theme for each week.  

The hope of something new; the place 
of humanity in the created order; Jesus-
the center and heart of all creation; Cre-
ation blesses the Lord; and Creation 
groans in painful hope.  All sessions are 
based on two biblical passages related 
to aspects of creation.  We will read the 
scriptures, reflect on how our under-
standings can be deepened and answer 
some questions posed by the study. 

The group will meet for four (4) 
weeks, Tuesday mornings 10:30-11:45 
beginning March 3rd and ending on 
March 24th.  If you are interested in 
attending, please call Bonnie at 603-
247-5489 or email her at Pas-
tor@HollisChurch.org. 
 
Honoring MLK Video  
A video of the special worship service 
honoring the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. is now available for your per-
sonal viewing.  If you missed the inspi-
rational event or want to see it again 
(with extra photographic images), 
please see Carol Birch or Eileen. 

Let’s Try Again!   
Join us for the Mardi Gras Pancake Brunch… 

 
 
Fellowship & Hospitality Committee 

Thank you for approving the new Fellowship & Hospitality 
Committee that shall be responsible for promoting Christian 
Fellowship within the congregation through social gatherings 
and will provide hospitality services for special events.  Our 
enthusiastic group will coordinate events, but we welcome 
and need the assistance of the wonderful congregation vol-
unteers.   

Our first events are co-sponsorship (with the Senior Youth 
Group) of the Mardi Gras Pancake Brunch on March 1st fol-
lowed by coordination of the upcoming coffee and potluck 
luncheon on March 22nd for the visit of our new settled pastor 
candidate.  We hope to see you at those events!  

If interested in helping with the activities or you have fellow-
ship ideas to share, please contact a committee member:  Nora 
Lewis, Robbin Dunn, Joyce Toli, Carol Birch, Kimber Harmon, 
Dot Pitman, Addie Saunders or Nancy Birch. 
 

 
Farewell, Therry! 
Our church family would like to take this 
opportunity to wish Therry Neilsen-
Steinhardt a fond farewell as she and 
husband Wally begin a new chapter of 
their lives in Roanoke, Virginia.  All of Therry’s many contribu-
tions to the church are sincerely appreciated, and we will miss 
her positive attitude. 
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Mission and Action News 
 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
Offering will be Sunday, March 15th 
This great joint program will not only strengthen the 
vitally important relief and rehabilitation work of the 
churches overseas, but will also prove to all the 
world how great is the power generated when Chris-
tians unite in a common cause. Today, projects are 
underway in more than 100 countries, including the 
United States and Canada. We ask for your help by 
donating in the special offering for One Great 
Hour of Sharing on March 15. Watch for the spe-
cial envelope inserted in your Sunday bulletin. Ad-

ditional information can be found at 
www.onegreathourofsharing.org 
 
March Items of the Month:  
   Non-perishable food items  
(No glass containers, please) for the Corpus 
Christi Food Pantry 
 

The Corpus Christi Food Pantry of Nashua 
serves the community with assorted food items and also provides 
toiletries and other essential personal care products to families in 
need. This month, please help them with your donation of the 
items mentioned above.  Thank you for your ongoing and generous 
support! 
 
Heating Oil Assistance 
Heating Oil Certificates are available for those needing help with 
paying for heating oil. If you know of anyone needing this assis-
tance please contact Coleen Brady at cbrady27@comcast.net or 
603-598-8049. 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Saturday, March 21 
10:00 - 3:00 in Hardy Hall 
 

The ongoing winter storms and freezing tem-
peratures have resulted in many fewer blood 
and platelet donations. A blood drive will be 

held at the church on Saturday, March 21. Requirements are easy 
to satisfy. You need to be at least 17 years old and weigh at least 
110 lbs. Volunteers are needed to help with the drive. (no medical 
training needed) Please contact Janet Griffin if you can assist.  
hollisjanet@gmail.com or 603-465-3284. Thank you for respond-
ing to those needing blood transfusions.

Update: January Items of 
the Month 
We delivered 7 large bags of socks, 
towels and wash cloths to the 
Nashua Children's Home.  Thank 
you for your generous support! 
 
Recent M&A Donations 
Local Missions - Approved dona-

tion to Harbor Homes (Ending 
Homelessness Fund) 

Church Related Missions - Ap-
proved donation for the 5th grade 
Lenten service project (The Stork 
Project and Newborns in Need) 

 
**************************** 

 

It’s Daylight Savings Time 
Daylight Savings Time officially 

begins at 2 a.m. on Sunday, March 8.  
Remember to Spring Ahead! 
 
 
 

Naomi Circle 
The Naomi Circle will meet in 

Emerson Chapel at 2:00 pm on 
Sunday, March 15th.  All women of 
the church are most welcome to 
come and share fellowship and a 
program.      
 
 

 

Youth Ring 
Happy Spring ~ Oh Yes! 
 

• Practice Sundays, February 22, 
and March 1, Mar 8, and Mar 15 
 11:45-12:30 am in the 
Parkhurst Room 

• Play Sunday, March 22 – Meet 
at 10:00 a.m. in church 
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Into the Garden  
All Women of the Church 

Morning Retreat 
(Rest, Relax, Relate) 

with Lunch 
Saturday April 11, 2015 

9:00 a.m. 
$15.00 

RSVP by Tuesday April 7th 
Come and Unlock your Secrets, 

Create a Garden  
within your Heart 

Easter Flowers 
 

You may place flowers in the church on 
Easter Sunday in memory or in honor of loved 
ones.   Fill out the form below to place your 
order.  Call Wendy Longland at 465-3466 with 
any questions. 

 
I would like to order _____ tulips and/or _____ lilies (please indicate 

quantity & flower choice) to be placed in church on Easter Sunday. 
 
 
________Total cash/check enclosed at $7.50 per plant  Checks 

should be made payable to: The Congregational Church of Hollis 
with Easter flowers on the memo line. 

 
This plant is given _____ in loving memory  OR _____ in honor of: 

(PLEASE PRINT NAMES AS THEY SHOULD BE LISTED) 
 

________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
 
Your Name:______________________________________________ 

(PLEASE PRINT YOUR NAME EXACTLY AS IT SHOULD APPEAR) 
 

Telephone:______________________________ 
 
____  I wish my plant TO BE DELIVERED to friends or members 

of our church family in hospitals or nursing homes. 
 

____  I WILL PICK UP my plant(s) after the last service on Easter 
Sunday, April 5, 2015. 

 
Please return form to:  The Congregational Church of Hollis 
 3 Monument Square, Hollis, NH  03049 

 

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING: 
Sunday, March 22, 2015 
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Help the 2015 Mission Trip Crew get to Charlotte, NY! 
 

Join us for our Dining for Dollars Event at Bertucci’s on Sunday, March 29th   
Enjoy an eat-in or take-out meal and 15% of your bill will be donated to the Mission Trip.   

Just be sure to mention the Mission Trip or give your server this coupon! 
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