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(open position) 
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Contact us: 
Office:  603-465-7797        

603-465-7099  

The Chimes is published monthly 
September to May.  One edition is 
published for the summer months.  
All submissions for the newsletter 
are due by the 15th of the month 
preceding publication.

 
 

 
“We know that all things work together for 
good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose.”  

(Romans 8:28, NRSV) 
 
Dear Friends, 

At the end of October, we gave thanks for the ministry and service that 
Michelle Gehan and Wendy Wright have offered to our church communi-
ty as co-Christian Education (C.E.) Directors.  Michelle was in post for 
more than five years, and Wendy will have served over a year in this role. 
It wasn’t an easy or glib decision for either of them.  

As a congregation, we honor the discernment — the thought, prayer, and 
conversation with others — that’s led them to recognize God’s call for 
them to focus their gifts and talents elsewhere just now. (And we’re 
grateful they’ve pledged to remain actively engaged in our community’s 
life going forward, albeit not in the same capacity as church employees!) 
Furthermore, we’re thankful for all of the advance planning they’ve done 
with the C.E. Board to ensure that Sunday School and related program-
ming will continue to go forward with strength and confidence.  

Their departure from the C.E. Office represents the latest transition in the 
life and leadership of our church. And, if that framing of the situation 
makes you feel a bit weary, consider this: it also represents our newest 
opportunity to be attentive, ask questions, listen, and discern what new 
thing God is inviting us to do together — which should be intriguing, 
possibly exciting, and certainly a life-long practice for people seeking to 
live by faith!  

Church leadership are already hard at work addressing how best to move 
forward, and we will do our best to keep the congregation well-informed 
as things develop (so, watch this space, feel free to ask questions, and lis-
ten to announcements made in church). 

Transition times can feel precarious and uncertain — and the instinctive 
human response is to guard resources carefully, to give a little less than 
we probably could, to withhold in case things go terribly awry.  

(Pastor’s message continued on page 3) 
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Confirmation Calendar 
November 4 (Wednesday) –class session 

from 5:00 to 6:15 PM. 
November 18 (Wednesday) –class session 

from 5:00 to 6:15 PM. 
November 22 (Sunday) – Pack Thanksgiv-

ing food baskets at Brookdale.  Meet at the 
Brookdale packing plant (across the street 
from the store) after 10:30 worship. 

 

We welcome the following 10 students to 
our confirmation class and thank mentors 
Carol Birch, Robbin Dunn, and Val and 
Rick Guay, who have agreed to spend the 
year working with Rev. Tanya and the con-
firmands. 
 

Our Confirmation Students 
Chase Adams Will Morrissey 
Nicolas Bird Lilly Ogren 
Austin Etchells Eli Rasmussen 
Charlotte Gehan Morgan Sattler 
Megan Mitchell Claire Seddon 

 
Youth Group News! 
 

Both the youth groups each had their camp-
ing overnights in October where they 
"roughed it" in the woods and had outdoor 
fun in our God's natural treasure of Beaver 
Brook.   
Save the date!  The next Youth Group 
gatherings will be Sunday, November 8th. 
 The Junior YG will meet in the afternoon 
(details to follow) and the Senior YG will 
have another sevice event from 6 - 8 pm to 
complete repairs of the God Times Drive-In 
cars, finish the cutting boards for sale at the 
Christmas Fair, and work on the creche fig-
ures.  Dessert will be provided and we'd love 
to have another great turnout! 
 

…about our Church School Schedule 
Children in Pre-K through 7th 
will begin in the Meeting-
house (Sanctuary) every Sun-

day.  They will be present for a children’s 
message before leaving for their classrooms. 

Feather Food 
Our friendly Feather Food Turkey 
will be visiting each Sunday 
School classroom on November 
15th.  Once again this year the 
children will pull a “feather” from 
her tail to discover which food 

item they should bring for our Thanksgiving celebration.  
On November 22nd the children will bring their item to 
Sunday School for a procession and dedication of the 
feather food in church.  Our confirmation class will in-
clude all the feather food donations in the Thanksgiving 
food baskets they will be packing later that day. 

 
Pies, Pies, Pies!! 
It’s almost that time of year again!  The 6th and 7th grade 
classes will be leading the pie-baking effort this year in 
order to provide pies for the Thanksgiving boxes being 
packed by the confirmation class.  This process is a lot 
of work and a lot of fun for the kids and adults. 

 
Thanksgiving food baskets 
are an “all-church” effort… 

 

Our children bring Feather Food of 
fresh veggies and other Thanksgiv-
ing dinner items… 

Our 6th and 7th graders make pumpkin pies… 
Our Confirmands pack the food into boxes for delivery… 
Our Deacons deliver the baskets… 

 
But you can help, too!   

We need volunteers to bake 
Thanksgiving pies – pumpkin, apple, 
whatever you like! - for the baskets.  
Please deliver the pies to the church 
office on the morning of Friday, No-

vember 20, or to Hardy Hall kitchen on Sunday morn-
ing, November 22.   

 

Let’s work together to make it a 
Happy Thanksgiving for all!
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Daylight 
Savings 
Time ends at 
2:00 a.m. on 

Sunday, November 1.  Set your 
clocks back one hour on Hal-
loween night! 

 
From the Church Office 
Grateful Thanks go to Nancy 
Bell, Brenda Gibson, Thelma 
Pollard, Debbe Shipman, and 
Joyce Toli for sorting, labeling, 
and collating the October Chimes 
for delivery to your mailbox. 
 
Naomi Circle 
The Naomi Circle will meet in 
the Parkhurst Room at church 
on Sunday, November 15 at 2 
pm.  Plans are still being final-
ized for an interesting speaker 
who will provide our program.   
All women of the church are 
invited! 
 
Our Church Records 
 

Memorial Gifts 
In loving memory of 
Inez Morrison by: 

Nancy and Dick Birch 
Martha Davis 

 

In loving memory of 
Jean Burns by: 
Martha Davis 

 
 

Ending Homelessness 
The educational  forum on 
Ending Homelessness, origi-
nally scheduled for Nov. 12, has 
been postponed until January or 
February of 2016.  Watch The 
Chimes  for info when the new 
date is set. 

 
 

From the Pastor — continued from page 1 

As people striving to live by the Good News, however, we’re encour-
aged to live differently: to take bold risks in faith and hope, so that we 
can see abundant returns on our investment in God’s work getting done 
— in our personal life, as well as in our community and the world at 
large.  

November is the month when, as a nation, we give thanks for the abun-
dance that we enjoy. It’s also the month when our church concludes its 
annual Stewardship Campaign, and we receive the annual pledge cards 
from our membership and friends in order to plan for 2016. My hope 
and prayer is that each of you will take some time to reflect on the 
many activities our church undertakes in the name of Christ, in hopes of 
fulfilling his Gospel. And I hope and pray you’ll give in ways that re-
flect whatever sort of abundance you enjoy — not out of a sense of 
guilt or obligation, but with a heart that is filled with joy and gratitude 
because you know that your offerings of time, and talent, and financial 
treasure really DO make a significant impact on what’s possible! 
May God richly bless our community, and may we bless the world in 
Christ’s name as we journey forward into what is an exciting future, 
full of promise. 

Yours in faith, hope, and love, 
Tanya 

********************************** 

Come Ring in the Season! 
November: 

Devotion Chimes ~ 9th grade through adult 
Practice: 4pm on Sundays November 1, 8, 15, and 22 
Play: Sunday, November 29, at both services 

 
And looking ahead to December: 

Rainbow Ringers  
Practice: 11:45 – 12:30 on Sundays December 6, 13, and 20 
Play: December 24th  Christmas Eve ~ 4:00 pm service 

 

Devotion Chimes ~ 9th grade through adult 
Practice: time and dates TBD 
Play: December 24th  Christmas Eve ~ 6:00 pm service 

 
Singers Still Wanted!     It’s not too late to join the  

Community Christmas Chorus! All voices 
needed.  No auditions!  Rehearsals are 
Wednesdays from 7:30-8:15 pm (no rehearsal 
Nov. 25) upstairs in the Town Hall.  Come 
when you can! Concert on Saturday, December 
12th  benefits our church, collecting non-
perishable food for our  holiday baskets.   
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   November  2015   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

9:00 am – Communion Worship  
10:30 am – Communion Worship  and Sun-

day School  
Nashua Area CROP Walk begins and ends 

at Temple Beth Abraham 
4 pm – Devotion Chimes  

1 

 
 

7:15 am – Men’s Break-
fast at Denny’s 

8:00 am – Ladies’ 
Breakfast at Joey’s  

7pm - CE Board meeting 
 

2 

 
 

4 pm – Book sorting 
for the Christmas fair 
7pm – Stewardship 

Board meeting 
 
 

3 

 
 

10 am – Staff 
meeting 

5:00 –  6:15 pm -
Confirmation 
class 

 
4 

 
 

7 pm - Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

5 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 7 
 

Stewardship Sunday 
Please turn in your Pledge Cards! 

 

9:00 am –  Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School  
4 pm – Devotion Chimes  

 
8 

 
 

7:15 am – Men’s Break-
fast at Denny’s 

8:00 am – Ladies’ 
Breakfast at Joey’s  

7:15 pm – Deacons 
meeting  

9 

 
 

4 pm – Book sorting 
for the Christmas fair 
7 pm – Mission & 

Action Board meet-
ing 

 
10 

 
 

5 pm – Facilities 
Committee 
meeting 

 
 
 

11 

 
 

7 pm - Choir 
8:15 pm – Mu-

sic Board 
 

 
 

12 

 
 

December Chimes  
deadline 

Our volunteers 
provide dinner at 
Ash St. Shelter 

 
13 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and 

Sunday School 
Turkey visits in class-

rooms today! 
2:00 pm – Naomi Circle  
4 pm – Devotion Chimes  

15 

 

Holiday Pie Orders  
due today! 

 

7:15 am – Men’s Break-
fast at Denny’s 

8:00 am – Ladies’ 
Breakfast at Joey’s  

7 pm – Trustees meeting 
16 

 
 

4 pm – Book sorting 
and room set up 

7 pm – Church 
Council meeting 

17 

 
 

10 am – Staff 
meeting 
5:00 –  6:15 pm 
-Confirmation 
class 

 
 

18 

 
 

7 pm - Choir 
 
 
 

Christmas  
set 

 
19 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Fair 
up 

 
20 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9:30 am – 3 pm 
 

21 
 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School 

Feather Food Sunday 
11:30 am – Confirmands pack Thanksgiv-

ing baskets at Brookdale 
4 pm – Devotion Chimes  

22 

 

7:15 am – Men’s Break-
fast at Denny’s 

8:00 am – Ladies’ 
Breakfast at Joey’s 
Diner 

 
23 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

24 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

25 

 

26 

 

 
Church office 

closed 
 
 
 

27 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

28 

 

First Sunday in Advent 
 

9:00 am –  Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School  

 

GivinG Tree in Emerson Chapel 
29 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

30 

 

Mission Items of the Month: 
 

Cleaning Supplies and Paper Goods  
Paper towels, Windex, tissues, liquid household cleaner 

 

For Bridges 
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Save the Date for our... 

                         
 
 

 

November 21, 2015 
9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  

 

Musicians Wanted for the Fair  
If you love Christmas music, why not come and sere-
nade us during the lunch served at the Christmas fair 
on November 21st?  We are looking for vocalists  
(solo or small groups) and instrumentalists who 
would love a chance to express the Christmas spirit 
through music.  This would be for 15 min - ½ hour 
intervals.   Contact Dee Wagner at 465-8109. 
 

Book Sale 
Helpers needed to sort and price books on Tuesdays, 
starting November 3rd,  from 4:00 -5:30pm at the 
church. During the week of the fair, we will set up 
the book room in Emerson Chapel.  Please contact 
Tonda Davies for more info at tldavs@aol.com. 
 

Angel Loft 
The Angel Loft is a room where the 
children can shop for Christmas 
gifts for their family. We would ap-
preciate any donations of gifts or trinkets that the 
children can purchase for their family members.  
Some examples ~ new or gently used items, candles, 
jewelry, toys, items for dads, cooking supplies etc...   
Donations can be left in the church office.   Thank 
you. 
 

Order your Homemade Pies! 
See the order form on page 7 for five delectable 
varieties!  

 

 

Our Christmas Fair is within our sights!   
We need your help to make this the best fair 
ever. Here is what we need: 

 

Proceeds will benefit the infrastructure of the 
church. We look forward to working together to 
make this a successful and fun Christmas Fair for all. 

Susan Adams   scadams@charter.net 

Dee Wagner   billdee.wagner159@gmail.com 

NEED ACTION 

Bake Sale items Sign-up sheet outside church 
office 

Ladies Boutique Sign up to help with Pricing, 
Displaying or working as an 
Attendant on fair day. 

Books,  CDs, 
DVDs, jigsaw 
puzzles  

Drop off in church office. 
Tuesdays, starting Nov. 3rd  
4-5:30 pm price & sort books. 

Craft Items to 
donate  

Contact  Susan Adams at  
scadams@charter.net  
or Dee Wagner at  
billdee.wagner159@gmail.com   

Gift Baskets  
   for Raffle 

If interested in donating a  
basket or gift certificate for 
baskets, contact Susan   
scadams@charter.net 

Greens  
Decorating on 
Friday, Dec 4 

Sign-up sheet outside church 
office – workshop is Fri, Dec 4, 
10am-12:30pm (music & 
snacks provided!) 

Set up/Clean-
up/ Volunteer 
on the day of 
the fair   

Sign-up sheet outside church 
office 
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Mission and Action News 
 

November Item of the Month:  
Cleaning Supplies & Paper Goods 
This month the M & A Committee is collecting Sup-
plies for Bridges, a non-profit agency whose purpose is 
to help victims and survivors of domestic 
and sexual violence. There is a need 
for paper towels, tissues, Windex, 
liquid household cleaner. Please place 
all donations in the shopping cart outside 
the church office. Thank you for support-
ing those at a time of crisis in their lives! 
 
Heating Oil Assistance 
Winter is on its way! Do you know of anyone needing 
assistance in paying for heating oil? (This means oil for 
heating hot water as well as oil for heating the home). If 
so, please ask them to contact Coleen Brady at 

cbrady27@comcast.net or 
603-598-8049.  Oil is gener-
ously donated by our partner-
ing oil supplier and we pur-
chase additional oil with our 
Christmas Eve offering.  

 

October Item of the Month Update 
We will soon be mailing the thoughtful care package 
items you have donated for college freshmen...but we 
need college freshmen addresses! 
Please provide us with the freshmen names and ad-
dresses and update college addresses of upperclass-
men so that we can send them our monthly newsletters, 
too. Contact the church office (churchof-
fice@hollischurch.org or 465-7797) with the infor-
mation. Thank you for your support! 
 

Volunteer Opportunity 
Nashua Area Interfaith Council (NAIC) is asking for 
a delegate from our church to attend monthly meetings 
on Wednesdays, September - June. For more infor-
mation see the website www.nashuaareainterfaith.org.  
Contact Rev. Rich Cullen at  rich.cullen@mainstreet-
umc.org if you have questions. 

We want to hear from you! 
Is there a worthy cause you would like to 
have the M & A Committee support? 
We are always open to suggestions. Please 
contact Janet Griffin (465-3284 or hollisja-
net@gmail.com) or any committee member. 

Recent Donations by M&A 
• Hillsborough Community Action pro-

gram  - classes on decision making for 
prison inmates 

• Souhegan Valley Rides - provide transpor-
tation for those in need 

• School Nurses - provide assistance to local 
students and families 

• Nashua Area Interfaith Council - pro-
moting and supporting the collaborative in-
terests of our member faith communities 

• South Carolina Aid - support for victims 
of the devastating flooding 

• St. John Neumann Food Pantry - pro-
vides food and household items to those in 
the Nashua area 

 

CROP Hunger Walk  
 

The Greater Nashua Area CROP Hunger 
Walk has raised over one million dollars in 
its previous 30 years. Money raised fights 
hunger around the world through Church 
World Service and locally through four agen-
cies—Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter, Sal-
vation Army, St. John Neumann Food Pantry, 
and Corpus Christi Food Pantry.  The Nashua 
Area Interfaith Council sponsors the event.    

The Nashua CROP Hunger Walk takes 
place on Sunday, November 1.   

It’s not too late to sponsor a walker 
on our church team!  Go to: 
http://nashuacropwalk.blogspot.com/ today! 
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Homemade Holiday Pies  
Order Form 

 

Name:        _    

Email:            

Home Phone:          

Cell Phone:           

I would like to order the following homemade pies for pick-up at the 

Christmas Fair 
of the Congregational Church of Hollis on: 

Saturday, Nov. 21st, 10 am to 2 pm 

Qty Pie Flavor Baked Unbaked 
Frozen Price Total 

 Apple (Traditional 2-crust) n/a  $12  
 Apple (Crumb Topping) n/a  $12  
 Triple Berry n/a  $15  
 Pecan  n/a $12  
 Pumpkin  n/a $9  

____   Total Number of Pies    Order Total:_______ 

Order forms with payment are due to the church office by: 
Noon on Monday, November 16th 

Checks payable to: 
Congregational Church of Hollis 

3 Monument Square, Hollis, NH 03049 

Annual Giving Tree Program:  
The Mission and Action Board is 

sponsoring the Christmas Giving 
Tree for needy families in our area.  

We’re offering something new this 
year ... the option to “adopt” a 
whole family for Christmas giving. A 
family will typically consist of par-
ents and up to 3 children. If you 
would like to adopt a whole family this year, 
please contact Karen Marino @ 465-2463.   

You will still be able to adopt an individual 
child by selecting an ornament from the Giving 
Tree. The Christmas tree will be in Emerson Chapel 
and Hardy Hall beginning Sunday, November 29th.  
It will be decorated with ornament tags — TWO on 
each string.   

1. Choose a tag (or more than one!) from the tree. 
2. Pull the second tag off the string, write your name 

and telephone number on it, and put it in the 
basket provided.   

3. Keep the top tag.  It has the information about the 
gift recipient.   

4. Go shopping!  Use the information and sugges-
tions on the tag as a guide.  It is not necessary to 
purchase every item listed on the tag. 

5.  Please wrap gifts individually.  This is so the 
children will have multiple things to open on 
Christmas morning, and it’s a lot more fun to 
open wrapped gifts!   

6. Attach the tag containing the gift request infor-
mation to your gift.  

7. The gifts will need to be back at the church by 
Sunday, December 13th to give us time to  
deliver them. 
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There will be something for everyone at our… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, November 21 
9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

 Fabulous Gift Basket Raffle —something for 
everyone or great for gift giving  

 Angel Loft (where only children may shop )  
 Order your Holiday Greens  
 Bake Sale  - delicious homemade treats  
 Quilt raffle to benefit the 2016 Mission Trip 

 Ladies Boutique…vintage & designer labels 
 Live Christmas music provides a holiday  

atmosphere! 
 Handcrafted Items … cutting boards, scarves,  

aprons & much more! 
 Browse among the gently used books, puzzles, 

CDs and movies in the Book Sale room 
 Don’t miss the Luncheon — homemade soups, 

breads and pies!  
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