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“Now the LORD said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your  
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you.  
I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you 
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ So Abram went, as 
the LORD had told him…”                       (Genesis 12:1-4a, NRSV) 
 
Dear Friends, 

I am so happy to be here! It’s been a 
bit of a journey for all of us to arrive 
at this juncture — this point at which 
we become characters in one anoth-
er’s stories. That said, we’ve each 
had roles in the continuous story of 
faith that started at the dawn of recorded history, so have already 
been part of the Big Story. 

The imagery of journey is one that weaves its way through the Bible; 
it’s a common theme in our ages-old faith narrative. In Genesis 12, 
we read about how Abraham and Sarah set out for a new home not 
knowing much except that they trusted in the God who was calling 
them to do this new thing. Compelled by the vision and promise of a 
richer, more purposeful life, they set out — their hearts full of hope 
rooted in God’s reliability and goodness.  

There were significant challenges and sacrifices, for sure, and peri-
odic stumbles along the way.  It was a thoroughly human experience. 
But it was also divine: they trusted that God’s intention was for them 
to experience blessing and a sense of life’s meaning in such abun-
dance that it would be shared with countless generations to come.  

Sure enough, hundreds of years later, the Psalmist was writing about 
it. He recognized the story as giving rise, context, and shape to his 
own. And after a few more centuries, New Testament writers 
acknowledged distinctive roles in the timeless story, as their own 
narratives resonated with and continued the journey with God begun 
by Father Abraham and Mother Sarah.  

(continued on page 3)               
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Confirmation News 
 

All students entering 8th 
grade this fall (along with 
any students in high school 
who have not been con-
firmed) are welcome in this 
year’s Confirmation class.  
It will be an exciting year as 

we welcome Rev. Tanya Stormo Ras-
mussen to lead our Confirmands through 
their spiritual journey.   
 

Earlier this summer, eighth graders and 
their parents were mailed some material 
regarding confirmation class - what it’s 
all about and some important dates.  Also 
enclosed was a registration form as well 
as permission/release forms to fill out.  
Please return these materials if you  
haven’t already done so, or contact the 
church office if you need a copy.    

Early dates on the schedule include: 
 

September 20 (Sunday) – Confirmation 
orientation for Students and Parent s in 
the meetinghouse (sanctuary) after the 
10:30 service for about 20-30 minutes. 

 

October 7 (Wednesday) – Our first class 
session at the church from 5 - 6:15 PM. 

 

October 12 (Monday) – Columbus Day, 
trip to Plymouth Plantation 

 

October 21 (Wednesday) – Our second 
class session  5 - 6:15 PM 

 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
We had an exciting and successful VBS 
week.  Thank you to all of our 
AMAZING volunteers for answering the 
call to use their God given gifts, and for 
being vessels for our awesome and faith-
ful God who has the power to provide, 
comfort, heal, forgive, and love us forev-
er.  Success of VBS is dependent on vol-
unteer help and we really appreciate the 
time donated by so many!!

WELCOME BACK! 
Let’s kick off the new school year with an 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
Wednesday, September 2nd   

starting at 2 00 p.m. 
We will say goodbye to summer and hello to a 
new school year.  Join us at the church for an open house Ice 
Cream Social.  Everyone! Every grade!  You and your 
friends are welcome to create your favorite sundae. 

 
Rally Day is September 13th!! 

Welcome back to Sunday School!! 
The new Sunday School program year will begin soon.  
Please join us!  All children age 3 through 7th grade are wel-
come.*  We have classes for each grade level, so come and 
meet new friends or  reconnect with the ones you  haven’t 
seen all summer.  On Rally Day all children will begin in 
church with their parents.  It will be so exciting for everyone 
to meet our new Pastor, Rev. Tanya Rasmussen.  We will 
dedicate the teachers and then classes will be dismissed one 
at a time to their classrooms.  We are really looking forward 
to an exciting Rally Day!! 
*You may complete the blue registration form inserted in 
The Chimes and bring it with you on Rally Day; additional 
forms will be available on Sept 13 if you forget! 
 

We need your help! 
We have a few openings remaining for teachers, and we 
would love to have you join in on the fun.  We have oppor-
tunities for teachers to join in on a teaching rotation, as as-
sistants, or as substitute teachers.  We welcome men and 
women of all ages to join us!  If interested, please contact 
Wendy or Michelle in the CE office for more information. 
 

Teacher Training 
All of our new and returning teachers are asked to attend 
one of the teacher training sessions being offered.  There are 
two sessions to choose from, the first is on August 30th im-
mediately following the 9:00 service and the second will be 
on Thursday September 10th at 7:00 PM in Emerson Chapel. 
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Bible Sunday 
On September 20th we will celebrate the 3rd grade class as they come 
forward to receive their Bibles! This is a special day for the class  --  
please mark your calendars! 
 

Calling all 3rd - 5th graders! 
Would you like to serve as an acolyte?  We would love to have you 
help out!  Being an acolyte is a great way to get involved and experi-
ence the joy of being part of the worship service.  Parents, if your child 
would like to participate as an acolyte please be sure to indicate this on 
the Sunday School registration form. 
 

Fire Drill 
Just a reminder that we will be conducting the annual fire drill during 
the 10:30 worship hour on Sunday, October 11. 
 

Youth Group News! 
 

All youth in 5th through 12th grades are invited to 
join the youth groups that offer fun fellowship op-
portunities through outings, service projects and 
social gatherings.  We'll repeat some of the most 
popular past activities and introduce other new 
events this year!  Both the Junior Youth Group 
(JYG, grades 5, 6 & 7) and Senior Youth Group 

(SYG, grades 8 thru 12) will kick off the year with service projects. 
The JYG (and any interested SYG teens) will be preparing the dinner 
for the Ash Street Shelter on Friday, Sept. 11th, 3:30 pm - 5:15 pm.  
Help us share the harvest!  We'll also be accepting donations of fresh 
produce from church families’ gardens for the Nashua Soup Kitchen. 
The SYG (and any JYG members age 12+) will be participating with 
other faith-based youth groups in a Nashua Area Interfaith Council 
(NAIC) community service project on Saturday, Sept. 12th, 9:15 am - 
2:30 pm.  We will be giving back by painting and planting in two of 
the Nashua area parks and concluding with games and snacks.  Contri-
butions to a food drive for a local food bank will also be collected. 
All youth and their families are encouraged to join the fun at the Rally 
Day Picnic with food, music and games on Sunday, Sept. 13th, 11:30 
am – 1 pm.  Sign-up for Youth Groups at the Ice Cream Social (Sept. 
2nd), Rally Day Picnic (Sept. 13th), email to 
YouthGroup@hollischurch.org or by contacting a YG leader:  Carol 
Birch (JYG/SYG), Peter Spooner (JYG/SYG) or Darrell Stam (SYG).  
Registration forms can be printed from the church website at 
www.hollischurch.org/ministries/youth. 
Save the dates!  The Beaver Brook overnights will be Friday, 10/23 
for Junior YG and Friday, 10/30 for Senior YG. 

From the Pastor  
(continued from p. 1) 

I look forward with deep hope 
and enthusiasm to the path un-
folding before us, to this new 
chapter in the on-going faith 
narrative our shared journey 
represents. I’m eager to hear 
your personal stories, to learn 
of how the God of Abraham 
and Sarah has felt close or dis-
tant in your own experience.  
And I look forward to sharing 
my story with you.  

As we embark on this adven-
ture in faith and life together, 
may God richly bless our years 
of mutual ministry, and may 
our ministry together bless the 
world for generations to come. 

Yours in faith, hope, and love, 
Tanya 
 

****************** 
 

The British are 
Coming & You're 
Invited, too! 
The Fellowship & Hospitality 
Committee is hosting a Friday 
Night Social on  September 
25th at 6 pm in Hardy Hall.  In 
tribute and welcome to the 
Rasmussens, the evening's 
theme will be a celebration of 
“The British are Here!”  
There'll be a pot-luck dinner 
with music, games, decorations 
and fellowship.  Come join the 
fun--everyone is welcome! 
 Sign-up requested and volun-
teers are needed--see bulletin 

board and/or 
contact Carol 
/ Nancy 
Birch or 
Nora Lewis. 

mailto:YouthGroup@hollischurch.org
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      September  2015  
   

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

Mission Items of the Month   
 

Sweaters, Coats, and Jackets  
(new or clean, gently-used) 

 

To support the annual Sweater Weather 
Recycling Campaign sponsored by Davis Funeral Home 

 
 

7pm – Steward-
ship Board 
meeting 

 
 
 

1 

 
 

2 pm – 
Ice 

Cream 
Social 

 
 

2 

 
 

10 am – Knitting 
Group 

 
 
 
 

3 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
 

9:00 am – Communion Worship  
 

End Summer Worship Schedule 
 
 

6 

 
 

Labor Day 
(church office closed) 

 
 

 
7 

 
 

7 pm – Mission & 
Action Board 
meeting 

 
 

8 

 
 

10 am – Staff 
meeting 

5 pm – Facilities 
Committee meeting 

 
9 

 
 

7 pm – Teacher 
Training 

7 pm - Choir 
8:15 pm – Music 

Board 
10 

 
 

Junior Youth 
Group  provides 
dinner at Ash St. 
Shelter 

 
11 

 
 

Senior Youth 
Group com-
munity ser-
vice day  

 
   12 

 

Rally Day Sunday 
 

9:00 am –  Worship  
10:30 am – Worship  

Sunday School begins 
11:30 am – Rally Day All-Church Picnic 

13 

 

7:15 am – Men’s Breakfast 
at Denny’s 

8:00 am – Ladies’ Break-
fast at Joey’s Diner 

7:15 pm – Deacons meeting 
 

14 

 
 

 
October Chimes  
deadline 

 
 

15 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

16 

 
 

10 am – Knitting 
Group 

7 pm - Choir 
 
 

17 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

18 

 

Hollis old 
Home day 

 
 
 

19 
 

3rd Grade Bible Sunday 
 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School 
11:30 am – Confirmation class students and 

parents orientation in the meetinghouse 
1:00 pm – Naomi Circle  

20 

 
 

7:15 am – Men’s Breakfast 
at Denny’s 

8:00 am – Ladies’ Break-
fast at Joey’s Diner 

7 pm – Trustees meeting 
 

21 

 
 

7 pm – Church 
Council meeting 

 
 
 
 

22 

 
 

10 am – Staff 
meeting 

 
 
 
 

23 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

24 

 

Friday Night Social   
Potluck Dinner 

with the  
Rasmussen family 

6pm in Hardy 
Hall 

25 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School 

 
 
 

27 

 

7:15 am – Men’s Breakfast 
at Denny’s 

8:00 am – Ladies’ Break-
fast at Joey’s Diner 

 
28 

 

 
 
 
 
 

29 

 

Return your 
Church Directory 
Profiles and Photos 
by today! 

 
30 

 
Sunday, September 13th 

  

Join us for Sunday School  
beginning on Rally Day! 
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From the Church Office 
Welcome to Sue Adams, our new 
addition to the church office staff.  
Sue and Eileen will be sharing time 
and responsibilities in the church of-
fice, so that Eileen can spend two 
days each week in her new role as 
Gordon’s Grandma! 
 

Grateful Thanks go to Nancy Bell, 
Brenda Gibson, Freddi Olson, Thel-
ma Pollard, Debbe Shipman, and 
Joyce Toli, for sorting, labeling, and 
collating the summer Chimes. 
 

Our Church Records 
 

Baptisms 
June 7, 2015    

Nathan Cole Eisenhauer 
Ethan Shien Nelson 
Peter Christopher Szczeszynski 

 

New Members –  
by Rite of Confirmation 

June 7, 2015    
Ian Kingsley Babcock 
Nathan Cole Eisenhauer 
Naomi Yong Ning Kopser 
Emily Elizabeth Mitchell 
Ethan Shien Nelson 
Julia Ellen Pepin 
Peter Christopher Szczeszynski 
Anna Georgina Watson 
Morgan Grace Wright 

 
 

Deaths 
July 12, 2015   Lynn Burns Stauble 

 

Memorial Gifts 
In loving memory of Bud King by: 

Thelma Pollard 
In loving memory of Jean Burns by: 

Don and Ginny Brooks 
Jim Squires 
Thelma Pollard 

In loving memory of Lynn Stauble by: 
Roger and AddieSaunders 

In loving memory of Howard Cole by: 
Phyllis King 
Roger and Addie Saunders 

 

 

New Church Directory 
With a new settled pastor, it's time for a new church 
directory.  We need your help and info, so please be 
sure to see the enclosed yellow information sheet.  
 

Naomi Circle 
The Naomi Circle will meet for a Potluck Luncheon (place yet to be 
determined) on Sunday, September 20, at 1:00 p.m.  ALL WOMEN 
OF THE CHURCH are invited!  Bring a casserole, salad, or dessert.  
We’ll share a fellowship, good food, and plan for the upcoming year. 
 

 

Music Notes 
Senior Choir 

Sr. Choir will be starting up again in September.   We are always 
looking for new “voices”.   If you love to sing and would be 
interested in joining the choir, we would love to have you.   Speak to 
either Sylvia Eggleston or any choir member.  For more information, 
contact Dee Wagner at  603-465-8109 or at 
billdee.wagner159@gmail.com. 

9:00 Musicians Needed! 
September is fast approaching and we will be once again on our 

schedule of two Sunday services.  The Music Board is looking for 
people to sign up for “Special Music” for our 9:00 service and 
grace the service with your musical talent. There is a sign-up sheet 
on the bulletin board across from the pastor’s office, or you can 
contact Dee Wagner at 603-465-8109, or via e-mail  
billdee.wagner159@gmail.com.  

September Bells 
Can't wait to start ringing again! 
Youth Chimes - I'll see you in Sunday School 
We play on September 27 
 
 
Hilda Tolles is turning 100 on 
September 11.  Everyone is invit-
ed to the Lawrence Barn for an 
Open House for Hilda on Satur-
day September 12 from 1:00 to 
3:30, with presentations made at 1:30 pm.  Please shower her with 
cards for this special occasion.  If you can't come, mail her a card to 
38 Lorna Street, Hollis NH 03049. 
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Mission and Action News 
 

 
 

September Mission Item of the Month:  
Sweaters, Coats and Jackets 

Time to Clean Out Those Closets! Donate Your  
Unneeded Sweaters and Coats! 

Cold weather is coming! The Davis 
Funeral Home in Nashua is conduct-
ing its annual Sweater Weather Recy-
cling Campaign, and your donations 
of new or gently used clean sweaters, 
coats and jackets of all sizes are great-
ly needed in support of their program. The items are 
collected and donated during the fall months to various 
agencies in the Nashua area, and will be distributed to 
individuals and families in need. 
Please show your support of this terrific program! Even 
though it’s still warm outside…it’s not too soon to look 
through those closets for a few cold-weather items. The 
donation deadline is Sunday, September 27. Please 
place your donated sweaters, jackets and coats in the 
cart outside the church office. Thank you, as always, for 
your ongoing support! 
 
 

Item of the Month Updates 
Summer - Backpacks for School  
School supplies have been coming in all summer (162 
items as of this writing!) and are being distributed. This 
successful program grows larger every year. Many 
children K - 12 will be helped to have a good start to 
the school year because of your generosity. Thank you 
very much for your support! 
 

April  
Several large boxes of canned goods and nonperisha-
bles, collected since April, went along with our work-
campers to Charlotte NY to be distributed to food pan-
tries in the area. Thank you for supporting our work-
campers! 
 
Your Mission Funds in Action 
The committee recently approved a donation to St. John 
Neumann Food Pantry which provides food and house-
hold items to those in need in the Nashua area. 

Ash Street Shelter 
The Ash Street Shelter is a support center offer-
ing basic needs to men, women and children in 
the Nashua area. Once a month, our church pro-
vides a dinner meal for those staying at the shel-
ter. Many thanks to those who have volunteered 
to provide meals through September! Volun-
teers are needed for October and the other fall 
months. The Mission and Action Committee 
will provide you with $75 in grocery gift cards 
to buy the fixings for the meal. Cook in your 
own home or at the church and deliver the meal 
in disposable containers. No need to stay to 
serve the meal or clean up afterward. Those in-
terested in volunteering please contact Janet 
Griffin at 465-3284 or hollisjanet@gmail.com. 
 
Red Cross Blood Drive   
Saturday, October 17 
Hardy Hall, 10 am - 3 pm 
Your blood donation can help 
save 3 lives! Most people are 
eligible to give blood. For 
more information or to sched-
ule an appointment, visit 
www.redcrossblood.org. Vol-
unteers will be needed to help with the drive. No 
medical training is necessary! If you can volun-
teer for a morning or afternoon shift, please con-
tact Addie Saunders at roger-
saunders@hotmail.com or 465-2613 
 
Get Outdoors and Exercise! 
Support Bridges, a non-profit agency dedicated 
to helping victims of domestic and sexual abuse.  
Join the Kelly Mann Memorial 5K and 3K 
Fun Run/Walk on Saturday, September 26, 
2015 at 9:00 am in Nashua. Raffle tickets for 
sale for many wonderful prizes including gift 
certificates from local restaurants, jewelry, a day 
at the spa, gift baskets, and much more. Details 
for registration or sponsoring a runner or walker 
are at www.bridgesnh.org. Click on Kelly Mann 
Memorial 5K in the left column.
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Christmas Fair News  
The Fair Date is Saturday, November 21  

(the weekend before Thanksgiving)  
Get ready to make this our best Christmas Fair ever!  
 

NEW This Year…  
Ladies Fashion Boutique 

Featuring some vintage and high end 
clothing along with Ladies purses and 
fashion accessories. 
 
If you have any craft items that you have been busy work-
ing on that you would like to donate, we would like to hear from 
you. Knitters, crafters, woodworkers, if you need ideas, please 
contact us.  
 

We will be offering the themed basket raffle again this 
year. We will be asking our committees and Sunday School 
children to donate items for baskets. If you or a group are inter-
ested in donating a themed basket or items for the raffle, please 
contact us.  
 

Angel Loft Items Needed  
We will have the much-loved Angel Loft again this year, at the 
Christmas Fair. In case you’re new, we turn the Parkhurst Room 
into a magical place, where children can come and shop for 
small gifts for their parents and siblings. Teen “angels” wrap the 
purchases for the kids.  
So we’re looking for small trinkets, jewelry, family games, 
and things for Dad. Items can be new or gently used. Think 
small tokens of appreciation. Please set aside for drop off later 
this fall  
 

Seeking other items…  
Gently used Books for the always popular book room.  
Sweaters, 80-100% wool, in any condition; holes and tears 

are OK. They will be recycled into mittens! 
 

**Priority Need… 
Someone willing to take on publicity and advertising! 
 
Look for signup sheets outside the Church office to volunteer to 
help make this year’s Christmas Fair another huge success. 
 

Please contact Susan Adams at 673-3212, scadams@charter.net 
or Dee Wagner at 465-8109, billdee.wagner159@gmail.com. 

Settled Pastor 
Search Fund Update 

On behalf of the Stewardship com-
mittee, we’d like to thank the entire 
congregation on their thoughtful contri-
butions to the Settled Pastor Search 
Fund.  When we started our fundraising 
in April of 2014, it wasn’t completely 
clear how much we would need to raise 
or if we would need to tap into the en-
dowment to cover any shortfall.  But 
with butter braid pastries, a luncheon or 
two and consistent monthly collections 
from the offering for over a year, we 
raised enough funds so that the search 
committee could find the perfect candi-
date for our church family.  To date, our 
collections totaled $17,640 and our ex-
penses with interviewing and moving 
were only slightly higher at $18,150.  
We are so thrilled to call this effort a 
success!  Thank you again for your con-
tributions. 
 
HOLLIS OLD HOME DAYS 
COMMITTEE invites Hollis resi-
dents 90 years or older to be our guests 
for the Chicken Barbecue on Saturday, 
September 19, 2015, at Nichols Field. 
Please let us know if you are coming 
and we will reserve a ticket for you.  
RSVP to Thelma at 889-6369. 
 
Historical Society House Tour 
The Hollis Historical Society is sponsor-
ing a House Tour of the historic Gould-
Emerson-Worcester House at 28 Main 
Street on Saturday, September 12 from 1 
to 5 p.m. Docents will guide visitors 
through 10 rooms filled with history, 
antiques and music, followed by com-
plimentary homemade sweets, savories, 
wine and cider under the tent outside in 
the gardens. Tickets are $20 in advance; 
$25 at the door. For tickets and/or in-
formation, contact Freddi (465-2884) or 
Sharon (882-4087). Proceeds benefit the 
Historical Society. 
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Come One, Come All! 
 

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, 
to give you a future and a hope  Jeremiah 29:11 
 

All are invited to celebrate the beginning 
of a new church year and the arrival of 
our new settled pastor, Rev. Tanya Ras-
mussen and her family. Welcome Tanya, 
reconnect with old friends, renew ac-
quaintances, and meet new friends at the 
All-Church Picnic immediately 
following the 10:30 am service on  
Sunday, September 13. Outdoor games, music, and grilled hamburgers and 
hot dogs will be provided until 1:00 pm.  Salads, side dishes, and desserts are 
welcome. Bring a blanket or lawn chair and relax a while. 
 

Church school registration will take place prior to the 10:30 am service.  
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