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“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness, and self-control.”  

(Galatians 5:22-23)     
 
Dear Friends, 
What a magnificent display we’ve enjoyed in the fall foliage this 
year! I had heard from several people that the forecasters expected 
duller-than-usual colors due to the lack of rain. Well, I don’t know 
about you, but I’ve had moments when my breath was literally taken 
from me: the trees seem to be offering up a resplendent “Hallelujah!” 
— as though they’re praising God for the strength they’ve been giv-
en to persevere through the drought of the past year. Now shedding 
those leaves, preparing to stand naked against winter’s bite for a 
time, those trees may offer up lessons in the power of releasing 
whatever fruit they’ve generated for the past eleven months with 
gratitude and joy. 
In this month of thanks-giving and the conclusion of our annual har-
vest season, as we begin to take stock of 2016, take a moment to re-
flect: Where have you seen growth in your life? What has borne 
fruit, and what has withered? (Remembering, of course, that the 
withering of some things — and death itself — is a normal part of 
life, and inevitably leads to new life elsewhere!)  
The apostle Paul wrote about what would be visible to everyone 
around you when the Spirit of God has been at work: love, joy, 
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control. Here in New England, we’ve experienced a water 
drought. Across our national social and political landscape, however, 
there has been a drought of the Spirit that has become increasingly 
parching across the past year. And yet, I’ve been seeing some bril-
liant displays of the fruits of the Spirit beginning to manifest — as if 
in defiance of the lack of the water of the Spirit.  
I wonder what we might learn from the trees: how might we invite 
the Spirit to live in us and through us, so that we may offer up glori-
ous, powerful displays communicating divine love and playfulness 
and release, even as some of the challenges of this difficult year will 
have stripped us bare. 

 (continued on page 5)                  
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Pre-Confirmation Calendar  
Our 7th and 8th grade pre-confirmation 
students, taught by Pat Harris and Shirleen 
Duquette, meet Sunday morning in Emer-
son Chapel.  Here is their November 
schedule: 
 

• November 6  – No pre-confirmation 
Sunday class.  Pre-confirmation stu-
dents are encouraged to attend the full 
Sunday church service and receive 
communion. 

• November 13 – Pre-confirmation Sun-
day class during 10:30 service.  Lesson 
taught:  “Bible Overview Old Testa-
ment – Part I”  

• November 20 – Pre-confirmation Sun-
day class during 10:30 service.  Lesson 
taught:  “Bible Overview Old Testa-
ment – Part II”, prepare Thanksgiving 
food baskets 

• November 27 – No pre-confirmation 
Sunday class.  Pre-confirmation stu-
dents are encouraged to attend the full 
Sunday church service. 

 
Communion  
The 5th and 6th 
graders will re-
ceive commun-
ion during the 
10:30 service on 
Sunday, November 6th.  Pre-confirmation 
members in the 7th & 8th grade are encour-
aged to attend 1st Sunday services to re-
ceive communion throughout the CE year. 
 
Sunday School Central 
In October, the 5th and 6th graders made the 
annual decision of where the funds will be 
donated that are given during their Sunday 
School offerings this CE year.  This year 
the offerings will be given to the Animal 
Rescue League of New Hampshire in 
Bedford, NH!   

Always an annual favorite, our 
friendly Feather Food Turkey will 
be visiting each Sunday School 
classroom on November 6th!   
The children will pull a “feather” 
from her tail to discover which food 
item they should bring for our 
Thanksgiving celebration.  If your 

child misses Sunday School on November 6th, they can get 
a feather on November 13th (or email Kelsey Berry at kel-
seyce@hollischurch.org).  
On November 20th, the children will bring their item to 
Sunday School for a procession and dedication of the 
feather food in church.  Our Pre-Confirmation class will 
include all feather donations in the Thanksgiving food 
baskets they will prepare later that day. 

 
Pies, Pies, Pies!!!  The 5th and 6th grade classes 
will be leading the pie-baking effort this year in order to 
provide pies for the Thanksgiving boxes being packed by 
the Pre-Confirmation class.  Something for them to look 
forward to on Sunday, November 20th. 

 
Volunteers Needed for the 
Christmas Fair Angel Loft 
Being held on Saturday, November 19th, 
the Angel Loft is the favorite part of the 
Christmas Fair for most kids.  They can go 
shopping for small items for their family 
members, all priced at $1.  Sponsored by the CE Board, 
we are in search of volunteers to help set it up, run the 
cash box, wrap the purchases, and tear down. This is a 
great opportunity for those teens/tweens wanting/needing 
community service hours, and it is genuinely fun to see the 
kids take such care and pride in their purchases!  Please 
contact Michelle Etchells at metch0222@aol.com if you 
are interested in helping out! 
 
Welcome! 
The CE Board is happy to announce that Sarah May has 
become a member of the board!  We are thrilled to have 
her join us!  Please join us in thanking her for her volun-
teerism!
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What’s Happening in our Sunday School classrooms… 
For November, there will be lots of fun, crafts, learning and sharing!  Here’s what is in store for November 
Sunday School by grades:   

 
Date Pre-K – 2nd grades  

(Worship Centers) 
3rd – 6th grades (SPARK) Theme 

Nov. 6 
Turkey Visits, Feathers Distributed 

 
David and Goliath 

Luke 20:27-38  
The Sadducees’ Question 

I don’t have to under-
stand God to love him. 

Nov. 13 Noah Luke 21:5-19  
God’s Love is Forever 

God’s love lasts, in very 
time and place. 

Nov. 20 
Feather Food Procession 

Jonah Luke 23:33-43  
The Day Jesus Died 

Forgiveness happens… 
even on the cross. 

Nov. 27 No Sunday School No Sunday School No Sunday School 
 
 

 
 
The Senior Youth Group had 
two Open Mic Nights throughout 
the month of October! We had 
our first one October 1st, and our 
second one with a Fall/Pumpkin 
inspired theme, on October 15th.  
The Junior Youth Group had 
fun at their Game Night event on 
Friday, October 14th! There were 
video games, board games, and a 
live adaptation of the game 
“Clue”!  

November will bring 
both the Senior and 
Junior Youth 
Groups together for a 
Bonfire at Rocky 
Pond on Saturday, 
November 5th! Be 
on the lookout for 
times and other de-

tails, or contact Kelsey for more 
information.  

The Christmas Fair is happen-
ing on Saturday, November 19th.  
Both youth groups will have 
some opportunities to volun-
teer!

 

Thanksgiving Food Baskets:  An “all-church” effort… 
Our children bring Feather Food of fresh veggies 
    and other Thanksgiving dinner items… 
Our 5th and 6th graders make pumpkin pies… 
Our Junior Youth Group packs the food into  
      boxes for delivery… 
Our Deacons deliver the baskets… 
 

But we need your help, too!  We need volunteers to bake Thanksgiv-
ing pies – pumpkin, apple, whatever you like – for the 
baskets.  Please deliver the pies to the church office on 
the morning of Friday, November 18, or to Hardy Hall 
kitchen on Sunday morning, November 20. 

 

Let’s work together to make it a Happy Thanksgiving for all! 
 

****************************************** 
Scouting for Food 
Did you know that our church receives food from the ‘Scouting for 
Food’ Campaign to help fill our Thanksgiving and Christmas food 
baskets?  Your participation helps us all.  What goes around, comes 
around…  
Hollis Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, and Girl Scouts will be participat-
ing in Scouting for Food.  The Hollis scouts will drop off tags with 
information on Saturday, November 5, and collect filled bags on Sat-
urday, November 12.  Please consider donating any canned or dry 
foods (NO GLASS or perishables). Please leave the bags out in a visi-
ble place by your door NO LATER than 8 am on the 12th, rain or 
shine. Scouts will not ring the doorbell to collect donations. If your 
bag has not been picked up by 11 am, please use the drop box at Har-
vest Market or at the Hollis Library. 
The scouting community would like to thank you in advance for your 
generous donations. Someone will enjoy a nice meal because of your 
generosity. 
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       November  2016     

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

 

 

7pm – Steward-
ship Board 
meeting 

 
 
 

1 

 

7-9 pm – Living 
the Questions 
adult study 
(final class 
7/7) 

 
2 

 

11 am – Staff 
meeting 

4-6 pm – Book 
sorting for Fair 

7 pm – Prayer 
Chain meeting 

7 pm – Choir       3 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4 

 

Junior / Senior Youth 
Group Bonfire at 
Rocky Pond  
 

Turn clocks back 
tonight! 

    5 
 
 

9:00 am – Communion Worship  
10:30 am – Communion Worship  

and Sunday School 
Turkey visits in  
classrooms today! 

6 

 
 

7:15 am – Men’s Breakfast 
at Denny’s 

8:00 am – Women’s Break-
fast at Joey’s Diner 

7 pm – CE Board meeting 
7 

 
 

9:30 am – Admin 
Staff meeting 

7 pm – Mission & 
Action Board 
meeting 

8 

 
 

5 pm – Facili-
ties Commit-
tee meeting 

 
 

9 

 
 

4-6 pm – Book 
sorting for Fair 

7 pm - Choir 
8:15 pm – Music 

Board 
10 

 

11am - Veterans’  
Day service 

 

Our volunteers 
provide dinner at 
Ash St. Shelter 

11 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
12 

 

9:00 am –  Worship  
10:30 am – Worship  and Sun-

Sunday School 
 

 
 
 
 

13 

 

Holiday Pie Orders  
due today! 

7:15 am – Men’s Breakfast 
at Denny’s 

8:00 am – Ladies’ Break-
fast at Joey’s Diner 

7:15 pm – Deacons meeting 
 

14 

 

December 
Chimes deadline 

 
 
 
 
 
 

15 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 

 

4-6 pm – Book 
sorting for Fair 

7 pm - Choir 
 
 

Christmas  
set 

 
17 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Fair 
up 

 
18 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

9 am – 2:30 pm 
--------------------------------- 

7pm- SYG  
     Open Mic         19 

 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School 

Feather Food Sunday 
11:30 am – Junior Youth Group packs 

Thanksgiving baskets at Brookdale 
2:00 pm – Women’s Fellowship meeting 

 

GivinG Tree in Emerson Chapel  
        and Hardy Hall                                  20 

 
 

7:15 am – Men’s Breakfast 
at Denny’s 

8:00 am – Women’s Break-
fast at Joey’s Diner 

7 pm – Trustees meeting 
 
 

21 

 
 

7 pm – Church 
Council meeting 

 
 
 
 
 

22 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 

 
 

 
Church office 

closed 
 
 
 
 

25 

 
 

 
Elves decorate meet-
inghouse for Advent 

season 
 
 
 

26 
 

First Sunday of Advent ~ Hope 
9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School 

GivinG Tree in Emerson Chapel  
        and Hardy Hall                         27 

 

7:15 am – Men’s Breakfast 
at Denny’s 

8:00 am – Women’s Break-
fast at Joey’s Diner 

28 

 

 
 
 
 

29 

 

 
 
 
 

30 

 

Mission Items of the Month:  
New Bath Towels and 
Sheets  (twin and queen size) 

for Bridges 
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From the Pastor (cont. from p. 1) 
 

And in the naked moments that lie 
ahead, by the grace of God, we’ll 
find ourselves going even deeper 
than we have before to establish who 
we are and whose we are, and the 
fruit that we bear next year will be 
even more magnificent. 
Yours in faith, hope, and love, 
Tanya 
 

************************** 
 

A Letter from Joyce Toli 
I would like to 
tell you about a 
project I have 
been working 
on.  It has been 
my dream to 
have a church 

thrift shop.  I believe with your help 
it would be quite successful and per-
haps help fund church work in the 
future.  I am asking any of you who 
would like to join me in sharing your 
thoughts and ideas to call me at 882-
7028. I am grateful for your time. 

Joyce Toli 
 
 

Our Church Records 
 

New Members  
October 23, 2016    

Debra Blannin 
 

Deaths 
September 30, 2016    

Robert Hills Coleman 
 
From the Church Office 
A BIG Thank You goes to Nancy 
Bell, Brenda Gibson, Marsha Joyce, 
Freddi Olson, Thelma Pollard, Doris 
Rafferty and Debbe Shipman for pre-
paring your October Chimes for de-
livery.

Strategic Planning Report 
GREAT NEWS!!  The much-anticipated Strategic Planning Task 
Force report, which represents many hundreds of hours of work, 
prayer, consultation with the congregation, and distilling of in-
formation is finished!! The Church Council has received the re-
port, as have all the members of our church’s Boards and Com-
mittees.  The congregation will be receiving hard copies of it fol-
lowing a brief formal introduction to it at the services on Sunday, 
November 13.  If you can’t make it to that service, don’t despair: 
we will have a much fuller introduction to it on Sunday, January 
8th, giving you time to read through it and formulate any ideas or 
questions you may have about it between now and then. The 
hope and plan is to vote on whether our congregation broadly 
accepts the recommendations contained within the report at our 
Annual Meeting on February 12th.  
 
 

Mission and Action News 
 

November Items of the Month: 
New Towels and Sheets 
During the month of November, the M & A com-
mittee will be collecting supplies for Bridges, a 
non-profit agency that is dedicated to helping vic-
tims and survivors of domestic and sexual violence. They are in 
need of new bath towels and sheets (twin and queen size). All 
donations should be placed in the shopping cart outside the 
church office. Thank you for supporting this community need! 
 

Heating Assistance 
Snowflakes will soon be in the air! Do you 
know of anyone needing assistance in pay-
ing for heat or hot water? If so, please ask 

them to contact Coleen Brady at 603-598-8049 or 
cbrady27@comcast.net. Oil is generously donated by our part-
nering oil supplier and we offer additional assistance utilizing 
funds from our Christmas Eve offering. 
 
October Item of the Month Update 
We will soon be mailing the thoughtful care package items you 
have donated to college freshmen!  Is there a college freshman 
in your family? Please provide us with freshmen names and ad-
dresses for newsletters and our freshmen care package project.  
Update college addresses of upperclassmen so we can send 
them our monthly newsletters, too. Contact the church office 
(465-7797 or churchoffice@hollischurch.org) with the infor-
mation. Thank you for your support! 
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More Mission & Action… 
 

Recent Donations by M & A 
St. John Neumann Food Pantry 
Nashua Drug Court 
 
 
Giving Tree Program:  
The Mission & Action Board is 

sponsoring the 
ChrisTmas 
GivinG 
Tree for 
needy families 
in our area.  
The Christmas 

tree will be in Emerson Chapel 
and Hardy Hall beginning  
Sunday, November 20th.  It 
will be decorated with ornament 
tags — TWO on each string.   
1. Choose a tag (or more than 

one!) from the tree. 
2. Pull the second tag off the 

string, write your name and 
telephone number on it, and 
put it in the basket provided.   

3. Keep the top tag.  It has the in-
formation about the gift recipient.   

4. Go shopping!  Use the infor-
mation and suggestions on 
the tag as a guide.  It is not 
necessary to purchase every 
item listed on the tag. 

5.  Please wrap gifts individually.  
This is so the children will 
have multiple things to open on 
Christmas morning, and it’s a 
lot more fun to open wrapped 
gifts!   

6. Attach the tag containing the 
gift request information to 
your gift.  

7. The gifts need to be back at 
the church by Sunday,  
December 11th to give us 
time to deliver them. 

Music Notes… 

Advent Bells 
We are looking to do a full bell choir style piece to kick off the 
Christmas Season. We’ll play at both services on November 27. 
Please join us!  We are meeting weekly.  Call or message Janet if 
you are interested:  janetsterritt@gmail.com or 603-465-7248 

************************* 

Homemade Holiday Pies 
Order FOrm 

Name:           

Email:           

Home Phone:           

Cell Phone:           

I would like to order the following homemade pies for 

pick-up at the Christmas Fair on  

Saturday, Nov. 19th, 10 am to 1 pm 
 

Qty Pie Flavor Baked Unbaked 
Frozen Price Total 

 Triple Berry n/a  $15  

 Apple  
(Traditional 2-crust) n/a  $12  

 Apple  
(Crumb Topping) n/a  $12  

 Pecan  n/a $12  

 Pumpkin  n/a $9  
 

________ Total Number of Pies            Order Total: ________ 
 

 
Order forms with payment are due to the church office by: 

Noon on Monday, November 14th 
Checks payable to: 

Congregational Church of Hollis 
3 Monument Square 

Hollis, NH 03049 
 



7 

Save the Date for our... 

                         
 
 

November 19, 2016 
9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.  

Musicians Wanted for the Fair  
If you love Christmas music, why not come and sere-
nade us during the lunch served at the Christmas fair on 
November 19th?  We are looking for vocalists (solo or 
small groups) and instrumentalists who would love a 
chance to express the Christmas spirit through music.  
This would be for 15 min - ½ hour intervals.   Contact 
Dee Wagner at 465-8109. 
 

Book Sale 
Helpers needed to sort and price books on Thursdays, 
starting November 3rd,  from 4:00 -6:00 pm at the 
church. During the week of the fair, we will set up the 
book room in Emerson Chapel.  Please contact Tonda 
Davies for more info at tldavs@aol.com. 
 

Angel Loft 
The Angel Loft, the children-only boutique 
 of the Christmas Fair, features gifts that 
children can buy for their family members of all ages, 
all at the bargain price of $1. Please consider donat-
ing your unused or slightly-used items to the Loft. 
Popular gifts in the past have included jewelry, ties, 
games, toys and trinkets. The Angel Loft is a full-
service boutique including shopping assistants and free 
gift wrapping! Your gift of wrapping paper, tape and 
especially gift bags are also appreciated. Please con-
tact Kathryn Hildreth at kathryn_ruff@yahoo.com or 
566-4204 for more information. Donations can be left 
in the church office. Thank you! 
 

Order your Homemade Pies! 
See the order form on page 6 for five delectable 
varieties!  

 
 
Our Christmas Fair is within our sights!   
We need your help to make this the best 
fair ever. Here is what we need: 

 

 
Proceeds will benefit the infrastructure of the 
church. We look forward to working together to 
make this a successful and fun Christmas Fair for 
all. 
Susan Adams   scadams@charter.net 
Dee Wagner   billdee.wagner159@gmail.com 
 

 
 

NEED ACTION 

Bake Sale 
items 

Sign-up sheet outside church 
office 

Ladies  
Boutique 

Sign up to help with Pricing, 
Displaying or working as an 
Attendant on fair day. 

Books, CDs, 
jigsaw puz-
zles, DVDs 

Drop off in church office. 
Church office hours are 8-noon 
Tuesday – Friday. 

Craft Items 
to donate 
needed by 
11/14/16. 

Contact  Susan Adams at  
scadams@charter.net  
or Dee Wagner at  
billdee.wagner159@gmail.com   

Silent  
Auction 
items 

(New) items and services.  
Contact Pat Harris at  
patharris.hollis@gmail.com. 

Greens  
Decorating on 
Saturday,  
December 3rd 

Wreath Decorations can be 
dropped off in the box outside 
the C.E. office.   

Set up/Clean-
up/ Volunteer 
on the day of 
the fair   

Sign-up sheet outside church 
office 
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There will be something for everyone at our… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, November 19 
9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

 Fabulous Gift Basket Raffle —something for 
everyone or great for gift giving  

 Angel Loft (where only children may shop )  
 Order your Holiday Greens  
 Bake Sale  - delicious homemade treats  
 Silent Auction – goods and services 

 Ladies Boutique… designer labels & handbags 
 Live Christmas music provides a holiday  

atmosphere! 
 Handcrafted Items …  
 Browse among the gently used books, puzzles, 

CDs and movies in the Book Sale room 
 Don’t miss the Luncheon — homemade soups, 

breads and pies!  
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