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“Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your 
heart.  Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him, and he will act.”  

     (Psalm 37:4-5) 
 
Dear Friends, 
Happy New Year!  I am welcoming 2017 with hope and prayerful-
ness, as we continue to journey together in faith.   
Theologically, politically, experientially, educationally, and voca-
tionally/professionally, we are an assorted congregation; there’s a 
broad spectrum of cultural and spiritual experiences and points of 
view represented in our fellowship.  I think this is a source of pro-
found strength when we embrace it!  Certainly, when we are curious 
to learn about one another’s experiences and points of view, we un-
derstand more about—and, hopefully, appreciate more fully—the 
beautiful, varied tapestry of all God’s people. 
What never ceases to evoke a sense of wonder in me is the notion 
that God has called each of us here.  In order to accomplish the min-
istry and work God has in mind for our congregation, each one of us 
has been drawn here—usually before we were aware this was the 
case—with a particular purpose and role to play.  Each of us comes 
equipped with gifts, experiences, and potential contributions that are 
essential to carrying out God’s plan for our life here (as well as be-
yond these walls) . . . and it’s exciting when we all start asking and 
paying attention to what those things might be for ourselves and each 
other.  It’s even more exciting when we start seeing and experienc-
ing how putting those gifts, abilities, and passions into play results in 
our little patch of the world being transformed for the better!  
This coming year, I hope to begin to 
work more intentionally as a congrega-
tion on discerning—discovering, by 
prayer and mindful attention—what 
various gifts we possess, and what our 
unique “calls” might be.   
Most of you are already aware that a very hard-working Strategic 
Planning Task Force has published its Report, which we hope will 
help to guide our work and life together for years to come.   

(continued on page 5)                                      
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Pre-Confirmation* Calendar 
Pre-confirmation students are en-
couraged to attend the full Sunday 
service on Sundays when there is not 
a pre-confirmation class.  They are 
also encouraged to be a Scripture 
Reader on those Sundays (see signup 
genius email) 
• January 1 – No Sunday class.   
• January 8 – Pre-confirmation 

Sunday class during 10:30 ser-
vice.  Lesson taught:  “Sacra-
ments”  

• January 15 – No Sunday class.   
• January 22 - Pre-confirmation 

Sunday class during 10:30 ser-
vice.  Lesson taught:  “God as 
Creator” 

• January 29 – No Sunday class.   
 
*See page 5 to learn more 
about what’s been happening 
in Pre-Confirmation class! 
.

Please Welcome our Second Semester Teachers! 
Some of our Sunday school teachers volunteer for the whole 
program year, but others are just able to serve for a single 
term.  We are SO thankful for each and every one of you!  
On January 8, our 2nd semester teachers will start.  
 

Teachers/helpers by grade for the 2nd semester are as fol-
lows: 

Class Teacher 
Pre-K/K Wendy Wright, Kim Burton 
1st/2nd Amy Brosnan, Valerie Earl 
3rd Martha Daigle, Becky Stelmack, Eli Rasmussen 
4th Kathryn Hildreth, Kristen Berry, Finny Rasmussen 
5th/6th Peter Spooner, Emily Spooner 
7th/8th (pre-
confirmation) 

Pat Harris, Shirleen Duquette 

If your child has a new teacher, please 
take the time to introduce yourself to your 
child’s new teacher and to thank them for 
sharing in your child’s faith development!  
If there is anyone interested in being part 
of our vital church school program, please 

contact Kelsey Berry at kelseyce@hollischurch.org or  
(603) 321-2225. 
 

 

Sunday School Central 
In December our Sunday school students met for junior worship and practiced their Christmas Tableau perfor-
mance.  Just one week later they presented it to the congregation, making their teachers and parents so proud.  
Following the Christmas Tableau, the enjoyed the annual tradition/treat of decorating cookies! 

Lots to look forward to in January! 

Date Pre-K – 2nd grades  
(Worship Centers) 

3rd – 6th grades (SPARK) 

Jan 1 No Sunday school No Sunday school 

Jan 8 Baptism of Jesus Matthew 3:13-17 Jesus’ Baptism 

Jan 15 Junior Worship Junior Worship 

Jan 22 Calling the Twelve Matthew 4:12-23; 9:9-13; 10:1-4 The Disciples  

Jan 29 The Torah – 10 Best Ways to Live Matthew 5:1-12 The Beatitudes 
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Youth Group News  
Both Junior and Senior Youth Groups had 
one weekend where things were busy! On 
December 10th, members of the Senior 
Youth Group and mission trip kids hosted 
a Parent Night Out event, babysitting little 
ones at the church while their parents were 
out for the night! Two days later the Junior 
Youth Group had a trip to Launch Tram-
poline Park in Nashua, a busy day follow-
ing the Christmas tableau that morning! 
Events for the new year are still in the 
planning stages, but keep your eyes open 
for notices in the bulletin each Sunday! 
 

Mission Trip News  
January brings our second Mission Trip 
fundraiser! On Friday, January 20th 
from 4-7pm, we will be hosting a 
fundraiser at Launch Trampoline 
Park in Nashua. It’s a very fun way to 
support our trip, and a great way to spend 
a cold Friday afternoon. We hope to see a 
lot of you there! If you come to jump that 
afternoon, stop by our fundraising table to 
grab a flyer, and support our trip. 
 

Come JUMP 
with us! 
Launch Trampoline 
Park is an indoor 
sports and family enter-
tainment facility serving 
the Nashua area.  With 
over 18,000 sq. feet of 

connected trampolines forming one 
GIANT jumping surface and angled tram-
poline walls to bounce off of, Launch will 
get your whole family off the couch and in 
the air in no time!  Launch Trampoline 
Park is suitable for all ages and fitness 
levels. No experience necessary! 
Launch is located at 17 Tanguay Avenue 
Nashua, NH – just off Rt 101A near the 
Nashua airport. 

Upcoming Adult CE Classes 
“What Is White Privilege?” 
A 4-week series on Wednesday evenings 
from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. January 18 & 25, 
February 1 & 8. 
“White Privilege” is a highly-charged term 
in today’s politics — one that can quickly 
put many folks on the defensive, referring 
to an issue that many will dismiss as an illu-
sion while others insist it is a real and de-
structive phenomenon.   
As Christians we believe that in God’s eyes, 
all human beings are equally valuable and 
infinitely loved: “There is no longer Jew or 
Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there 
is no longer male and female; for all of you 
are one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28)  
Still, there are many people who attest that 
such equality is hardly the case in our  
society.   
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we should at 
least be trying to listen to and understand 
those who feel aggrieved and marginalized, 
and possibly even taking action if we’re 
able.  This Adult Christian Education 
course will help us to explore the issue, examine and dis-
cuss several different points of view on the subject, and 
deepen our own faith-and-life understanding about “White 
Privilege”.  The curriculum we will use has been designed 
by U.C.C. denominational leaders, including the Rev. Dr. 
John Dohauer (U.C.C. General Minister and President), and 
will be adapted by Pastor Tanya to incorporate Biblical 
foundations for our discussion.  If you’re interested to have 
a “sneak preview” of the materials, you can download it at: 
http://privilege.uccpages.org/. 

If you’re interested in participating, please email Pastor 
Tanya at pastor@hollischurch.org so enough copies of the 
curriculum can be produced.  

********************* 
 

Bible 101 – Coming in April!  Back by popular de-
mand, this informative discussion and story series will be 
led by Pat Harris on Wednesday evenings starting in April!  
Look for more information in future Chimes! 
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      January 2017     
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

Mission Items of the Month 
 

NEW Socks, Underwear, and T-shirts  
for girls and boys, ages 8-18 years (adult sizes also needed) 

                                               to support the Nashua Children’s Home 

 

Dec 31  New Year’s Eve 

 

Happy New Year! 
 

10:30 am – Communion Worship  
One Service only  

NO Sunday School 
 

1 

 
 

7:15 am– Men’s Breakfast at 
Denny’s 

8:00 am – Ladies’ Breakfast 
at Joey’s Diner 

7pm – CE Board meeting 
2 

 
 

7 pm – Stew-
ardship Board  
meeting 

 
 

3 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4 

 
 

7 pm – Choir 
 
 
 
 

5 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6 

 
 

3pm – Handbell practice 
 
 
 
 

7 
 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School 
 
 
 

8 

 

7:15 am– Men’s Breakfast at 
Denny’s 

8:00 am – Ladies’ Break-
fast at Joey’s Diner 

7:15 pm – Deacons meeting  
9 

 

7 pm – Mission 
& Action 
Board meet-
ing 

 
10 

 

11 am – Staff 
meeting 

5 pm – Facili-
ties Commit-
tee  

11 

 

7 pm – Choir 
8:15 pm – 

Music 
Board 
meeting 

12 

 

Our volunteers 
provide  Ash St. 
Shelter dinner  

 
 

13 

 

3pm – Handbell practice 
           
 
 
 

14 
 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School 
2 pm – Women’s Fellowship meeting 
6:30 pm – Stage Coach Women’s Chorus Concert 

 

February Chimes deadline 
15 

 
 

7:15 am– Men’s Breakfast  
8:00 am – Ladies’ Breakfast 
7 pm – Trustees meeting 

 
 

16 

 
 

7 pm – Church 
Council meet-
ing 

 
 

17 

 
 

7-8:30 pm - 
Adult Study 
What Is White 
Privilege? 
Class #1 of 4 

18 

 
 

7 pm – Senior 
Choir 

 
 
 

19 

 

Mission Trip 
Fundraiser - 

 

Come jump with 
us at Launch 
Trampoline Park 

4pm-7pm      20 

 
 

3pm – Handbell practice 
 
 
 
 

21 
 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School 
12 noon – Mission Trip meeting 

 
 

22 

 

7:15 am– Men’s Breakfast  
8:00 am – Ladies’ Breakfast 

 
 
 

23   

 

 
 

 
 
 

24 

 

7-8:30 pm - 
Adult Study 
What Is White 
Privilege? 
Class #2 of 4 

25 

 

 
 
 
 
 

26 

 

 
 
 
 
 

27 

 

 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School 

29 

 

7:15 am– Men’s Breakfast  
8:00 am – Ladies’ Breakfast 

 

30 

 

 
 
 

31 
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From the Pastor (cont. from p. 1) 
 

On January 8th, we’ll have a congregation-wide intro-
duction to the document — I hope you’ll be here for 
worship that day, because that’s when we’ll commit 
ourselves to this endeavor in earnest.   
As we venture forward in faith and life together, may 
God richly bless our efforts.  And, may each one of us 
strive to be a blessing for the sake of Christ’s mission 
and ministry, in this unfolding year that’s full of oppor-
tunity and potential! 
Yours in faith, hope, and love, 
Tanya 
 
 
 

FYI Directory Notice!  The 
new Church Directory will include a 
roster (including names, address and 
telephone numbers) of active members 
and friends of the church even if no pic-
ture or profile was submitted.  The in-
formation will be included as specified on submitted 
profile sheets; otherwise the information will be taken 
from the church office's records.  If you wish to have 
certain information omitted or updated, or to sub-
mit a photo, please send your request to  
Directory@hollischurch.org or leave a note with the 
church office by January 15th.  Don't forget Christmas 
is a perfect opportunity for a family photo!  Profile 
sheets and further information can be found at 
http://hollischurch.org/resources/directory-info/. 
 
 
 

Winter Weather Policy 
In case of severe weather or treach-

erous conditions, please consult WMUR 
Channel 9, wmur.com to find out if we 
will be cancelling church services 
and/or Sunday school. 

 
Ladies Breakfast Weather Policy 
Through the winter months, the Monday morning La-
dies Breakfast at Joey's Diner will be automatically 
postponed to Wednesday at 8 am whenever the Hollis 
schools have a delayed opening or cancellation due to 
inclement weather. 

 More about Pre-Confirmation 
Twenty-two 7th and 8th graders have been hard 
at work since September building a foundation 
that will serve them well on their confirmation 
journey.  Teachers Shirleen Duquette and Pat 
Harris enjoy bragging about this class of eager 
and curious learners who bring a great deal to 
discussions on such topics as prayer, worship, 
church history, the Bible and the birth of Jesus.  
One high point of the fall was a field trip to the 
Canterbury Shaker Village.   
The coming semester brings a field trip to Old 
South Church in Boston, as well as conversa-
tions about the Sacraments, God as Creator, 
Son and Holy Spirit and the Parables of Jesus.  
The group will also prepare and lead the Easter 
Sunrise Service on April 16. 
Here is just a small sample of the pre-
confirmands’ work: reflections in the form of 
cinquains. 
 
From Lindsay Rolls : 

The Congregational Church of Hollis 
Generous  Supportive  

Welcoming  Praying  Singing  
The House of God 

Chapel  
 

From Melinda Rolls: 

 Church  
Welcoming  Loving 

Learning  Praying  Worshipping  
A Time of Faith  

Community 
 

From Josh Gilbert:  

God, 
Great, patient, 

Loving, giving, thanking, 
Our truly amazing ruler, 

Creator 
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Christmas Fair Thank You and Update! 

The Christmas Fair Committee would like to say thank you 
to everyone who helped make this year’s fair another suc-
cess.  We could not have done this without the help of all 
the volunteers that have helped throughout the year, the 
days leading up to the fair and the day of the fair. Whether 
you donated items, made crafts, helped with decorating or 
setting up, worked the day of the fair, baked pies, made 
soup, baked, performed music, cleaned up (or did multiple 
jobs!), we are most grateful for your support!  
The Christmas Fair raised just over $7,000.00 this year!   
Together with the funds from last year, we are hoping to 
make the storage shed a reality this spring! 
Blessings to all! 
 
Advent Celebration Thanks 
The Fellowship & Hospitality team extends their thanks to 
the almost sixty people (ages 6 to 90+), who took a break 
from their busy holiday schedules to celebrate the joyful 
season at the Christmas is for Giving Advent event.  It was 
a wonderful evening spent in fellowship with family and 
friends and “giving back” by serving others.  After intro 
games and dinner, we all had fun working together in creat-
ing fifty paracord bracelets and forty-five handmade 
Christmas cards/notes for Operation Gratitude's care pack-
ages for our military personnel, making thirty-three no-sew 
cat and dog fleece blankets as Snuggles Project donations 
to the Nashua Human Society, and decorating dozens of 
cookies for the church's forty Christmas food baskets for 
local needy families.  We are also grateful for the $120 in 
donations that we have sent to the two organizations.  Our 
very special thanks to Suellen's clarinet trio and Peter and 
Steven Szczeszynski for blessing us with their festive 
Christmas music.   
 
From the Church Office 
Many thanks go to Nancy Bell, Brenda Gibson, Marsha 
Joyce, Freddi Olson, Thelma Pollard, Doris Rafferty, 
Debbe Shipman and Joyce Toli for preparing your Decem-
ber Chimes for mailing. 

 
New Fridge! 
A big thank you to Lynn Goldberg for the donation of a 
refrigerator for our kitchen.  It was wonderful to be able to 
replace the ancient second fridge with this donation!

Our Church Records 
Baptism 
December 11, 2016    
Gavin Gardner Ferguson, son of 

Katharine and Matthew Ferguson 

 
Music Notes… 

Happy New Year! 
 

Plan to add bells into your 
schedule in 2017.   
Everyone is welcome! All 
ages, all capabilities 
Practice: at 3pm on Satur-
days, January 7, 14, 21, 28  

Play: January 29 - both services 
 

Questions? Contact Janet at 
janetsterritt@gmail.com or 603-465-7248 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, February 19th at 2:00 pm 
Calling all musicians!  If you are a mu-
sician of any ability level, beginner to pro-
fessional, and would like a chance to per-
form publicly to share your talents, the Mu-
sic Board wants to hear from you! 
Vocal, instrumental, sacred, secular, popular, 
ancient, contemporary, classical, solo, en-
semble, or any combination of these are 
WELCOME!  You are asked to prepare up to 
a five-minute piece for the program.   
For more information, or to submit your re-
quest for a program spot, please provide 
your name, email, phone, title, composer, 
and length of your piece with any produc-
tion notes (need a stand, want a microphone, 
how many in group, etc.) to Diane Fallier at 
dfallier17@gmail.com.  .
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Mission and Action News 
 

January items of the Month 
New socks, underwear and T-shirts for children 
ages 8 - 18 and also adult sizes 
are needed for the Nashua Chil-
dren's Home. Please place items 

in the shopping cart by the office.  As al-
ways thank you for your support! 
 
Heating Oil Update 
This winter may be even colder than usual! If you know of 
anyone needing assistance in paying for heating oil, kerosene, 
or propane, please ask them to contact Coleen Brady at 603-
598-8049 or cbrady27@comcast.net. This winter oil will 
again be donated by our partnering oil supplier. This is in ad-
dition to fuel purchased with funds from our Christmas Eve 
offering.  
 

Ash St. Shelter Meals 
The church provides a meal once a 
month for the Ash St. Shelter for the 
Homeless in Nashua. The 2017 sign-up 
list along with details is posted on the 
Mission and Action bulletin board in the 
hallway outside the pastor's office. 
Many thanks to those who have already 
signed up!  

 
March Blood Drive 
A blood drive will be held at the church on Saturday, March 
25.  Mark your calendars now and plan to donate.  Your blood 
donation can help save three lives! 
 
We are Collecting... 
Unwanted eyeglasses - The Lions Club recy-

cles them for use by those in need. 
Greeting cards and stationery are sent to the NH State 

Women's Prison 
Unwanted cell phones - Bridges gives the phones to 
victims of domestic or sexual violence for use in 
calling 911 for help. Phones that don't work are 
recycled which earns Bridges some income. 

The collection boxes for these items are on the 
shelves by the Christian Education office.  Thank you for your 
response throughout 2016!

Recent M & A Donations 
• Church World Service - urgent needs 
• St. John Neumann Food Pantry 
• Southern NH Services, threshold 

program at the Hillsborough County 
Jail 

• Harbor Homes - Peggy and David 
Gilmour Respite Care Center 

 
Item of the Month Updates 
December - The Christmas Giving Tree 
was a huge success! You shopped and 
wrapped gifts for 90 children! Monetary 
support from Mission and Action and the 
congregation also helped bring joy to 
these families. Thank you for your car-
ing and personal attention! 
November - Sheets and Towels for 
Bridges 
Bridges is dedicated to helping victims 
and survivors of domestic and sexual 
violence. Your generous donations of 
sheets and towels will help survivors set-
tle in a new home. Donations are shared 
by the Milford and Nashua agencies. 
Thank you for responding to this need. 
 

****************************** 

The Stage Coach Women's Chorus 
 invites you to their… 

Winter Choral Concert 
Sunday, January 15th at 6:30 p.m. 

Stage Coach Women’s Chorus performs 
music from a variety of different genres, 
including show tunes and pop, classical 
and madrigal pieces, jazz and ballads, 
and they have performed at numerous 
holiday events and celebrations. As an 
added bonus, this year the chorus will be 
joined by the newly formed a cappella 
quintet Tonal Eclipse. Chorus members 
include our own choir director Sylvia 
Eggleston and choir member Suellen 
Davidson.  Don’t miss it! 
 

mailto:cbrady27@comcast.net
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Do you have a favorite hymn?  

The music board wants to know about it!   We are excited to 
have taken on the project of selecting and creating a new 
hymnal for our congregation.  
 

      Which hymns are important to you?  
   

      How about hymns not currently found in our hymnals 
              that you enjoy singing?  
 

The music board welcomes all input and suggestions 
through the month of January. Please feel free to contact 
Kirsten Szczeszynski (kirsten@electriceng.com, 465-2324) 
or any other music board member with questions, com-
ments, or concerns.  
 

Watch for the hymn request boxes that will be in the 
meetinghouse entranceways in January! 
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