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“Let us build a house where love can 
dwell and all can safely live, a place 
where saints and children tell how 
hearts learn to forgive.  Built of hopes 
and dreams and visions, rock of faith 
and vault of grace; here the love of 
Christ shall end divisions: all are wel-
come, all are welcome, all are welcome 
in this place.”   

(from “All Are Welcome”, a hymn by Marty Haugen) 
 
Dear Friends,  
Welcome Home!  If you’ve been away for the summer and are just 
returning to Hollis in time for the school-year rhythm, or if your 
summer months have been largely spent here, Sunday, September  
10th will be a day when we celebrate the home-coming and ingather-
ing to our spiritual home of all who have been away for any length of 
time.  At our June meeting, Church Council decided to call our cele-
bration “Homecoming Sunday.” 
Previously, our church—like a few other New England churches--
called the first Sunday of our new program year “Rally Day.”  I won-
dered where this tradition came from, and discovered a blog post pub-
lished by the Congregational Library & Archives responding to the 
same question: 
One book on How to Conduct a Sunday School (1905) noted that, 
"This festival is rapidly growing in favor. It usually comes at the end 
of the summer break-up, and is used as a means of rallying the forces 
again for the work of fall and winter.” This author suggested holding 
the rally on the last Sunday of September, with "strong, vigorous" 
music and perhaps an outside speaker. The main event is a "grand 
review", a procession of all the Sunday-school students, from the cra-
dle roll to the senior class, marching up to the platform and dropping 
off their offering envelopes in a barrel, a small plaster of Paris egg, 
or one time, a real pumpkin. Rally day, he enthused, "is one of the 
happiest days of the year."1 

(continued on page 5) 

                                                           
1 http://www.congregationallibrary.org/blog/history-friday-rally-day 
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Pre-Confirmation 
Grade 7 and 8 students are 
encouraged to participate in 
Pre-Confirmation, a program 
that seeks to synthesize what is learned during 
the Sunday school years and prepare for the 
ninth grade Confirmation experience.  Pre-
Confirmation meets in the Emerson Chapel, 
once or twice a month, on Sunday mornings, 
beginning on September 10.  If you are in 
grade seven or eight and have not received a 
schedule, or if you have any questions about 
the Pre-Confirmation program, contact pathar-
ris.hollis@gmail.com.  Pat Harris, Debbie 
Blannin and Michelle Etchells are the teachers 
of this program. 
 

Confirmation 
Anyone in grade 9 or older 
is invited to join in the Con-
firmation program, a nine-
month experience of explora-
tion, discussion, questioning, 
learning and discernment that 
leads to a decision on con-

firming one’s faith and becoming an active 
member of the church, with all of the rights and 
responsibilities that entails.   
Confirmation is a big decision, but that doesn’t 
preclude having lots of fun in the process that 
begins with orientation for students and par-
ents after the 10:30 worship service on Sun-
day, September 17, in the Emerson Chapel.  
The journey continues with an overnight re-
treat, Saturday, September 30-Sunday, Oc-
tober 1, a trip to Boston in December, and vis-
its to Temple Beth Abraham and the Unitarian 
Universalist Church in Nashua, and culminates 
in the Rite of Confirmation on Sunday, June 3.  
It will be a busy year of growth for these young 
people.  If you have not received the schedule 
and registration information, contact pathar-
ris.hollis@gmail.com.  If you have not returned 
your forms, please do so as close to the August 
31 deadline as possible.  Shirleen Duquette and 
Pat Harris guide the Confirmation program.

Homecoming 
Sunday is  
September 10th!! 
Welcome back!! The new Sunday School program 
(ages 3 through 6th grade) and Pre-Confirmation and 
Confirmation Classes (7th, 8th, and 9th grades) will 
begin soon. Please join us!  
We have classes for each grade level, so come and 
meet new friends or reconnect with the ones you ha-
ven’t seen all summer. On Homecoming Sunday, all 
children will begin in church with their parents to ded-
icate the teachers and have Rev. Tanya Stormo Ras-
mussen inspire us all with her message for the new 
school year.  Then children will be dismissed one 
grade at a time to their classrooms. We are really look-
ing forward to an exciting Sunday. You may complete 
the registration form inserted in The Chimes and 
bring it with you on this first Sunday, if you haven’t 
already filled it out online or downloaded it from our 
website. Following the 10:30 a.m. service, a church 
picnic will be held to further celebrate our Homecom-
ing Sunday! 

 
We need  
your help! 
We have a few open-

ings remaining for teachers, and we would love to 
have you join in on the fun. We have opportunities 
for teachers to join in on a teaching rotation, as assis-
tants, or as substitute teachers. We welcome men and 
women of all ages to join us! If interested, please con-
tact Kelsey Berry at kelseyce@hollischurch.org for 
more information. 
Teacher Training: We had our teacher training 
sessions earlier in August, but please feel free to con-
tact Kelsey if weren’t available and are looking to 
learn more about our Sunday school curriculums! 

 
Fire Drill 
Just a reminder that we will be conducting the annual 
fire drill during the 10:30 worship hour on Sunday, 
September 17th.  
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Acolytes Needed 
Calling all 3rd – 5th graders!  
Would you like to serve as an  
acolyte? We would love to have 
you help out! Being an acolyte is a 
great way to get involved and ex-
perience the joy of being part of 
the worship service. Parents, if 
your child would like to participate 
as an acolyte please be sure to in-
dicate this on the Sunday School 
registration form.  

 
Third Grade Bible 
Sunday 
On Sunday, 
September 17th  
we will cele-
brate the 3rd grade class as they 
come forward to receive their  
Bibles! This is a special day for the 
class -- please mark your calendars!  

 
Vacation  
Bible School 
Twenty-four children, from pre-
kindergarten through sixth grade, 
joined our fantastic adult volunteer 
leaders for four warm July days of 
crafts, worship, singing, outdoor 
water games, drama, story-telling, 
mission projects and gourmet 
snacks.  All ages participated in 
songs and skits based on the theme 
of the Golden Rule. A week filled 
of creative crafts, lessons of kind-
ness, outdoor games, and so much 
more we are so grateful for the great 
volunteers we had providing such a 
rewarding experience for our youth. 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) is 
great fun for all ages, from pre-
schoolers to teens to seniors.  When 
the time comes to volunteer next 
year, be sure to sign up! 

 

Christmas Fair News 
Our fair will be held on Saturday, November 18 

 
 

Christmas Fair Craft Workshops 
Santa’s elves have been busy working on projects for the fair, but 
they could always use some extra help.  So join us any day or 
time you can and stay as long as your schedule permits. The next 
workshops will be held: 

Wednesday, September 13   10am-12noon in Hardy Hall 
Tuesday, September 19  7-9:30pm at Debbe’s home 

Contact Debbe Shipman (deb3ship@tds.net or 465-7645) with 
any questions.  Also, if you are working on projects at home that 
we don’t know about, please contact Debbe so we don’t duplicate 
efforts. 
 
 

Christmas Fair Fashion Boutique – Ladies (and 
gentlemen):  If you have “gently used” but still stylish garments 
of any vintage which you no longer have a use for and would like 
to donate them to this year’s church fair fashion boutique, contact 
Laura McCarthy at 603-557-2635, mccarthylaura21@gmail.com 
or drop off during church office hours. 
 
Christmas Raffle Baskets 
Raffle Basket assembly has begun! This 
year, we have many new and exciting 
themes, including: 
 Gift Wrap Family Fun  Car Care  Book Worm 
 Mystery Boo Boo (first aid) Trim-A-Tree (Christmas) 
 Dog Lover Fitness Fanatic Stay Warm (warm drinks) 
 Ladies Guys  Date Night  Hollis Kids Crafts 
If you or someone you know would like to make a donation to 
any basket, it would be greatly appreciated! We are accepting any 
types of goods, services, or gift cards. Items can be dropped off at 
the church office. Any questions, please contact Kim Burton at 
kimburton83@gmail.com. Thank you! 
 
Christmas Fair Book Room 
It's not too early to be looking around your home for adult and 
children's books, hardcover and paperback books that you want to 
donate for our popular book room. Books will be collected in the 
church office. Please also think about volunteering in October and 
November for sorting and pricing the books and helping out on 
the day of the Fair. 
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  September 2017   
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

Homecoming Sunday!  
Sunday, Sept 10th  

  

Sunday School for Pre-K thru 6th grade  
and 7th-8th grade Pre-Confirmation classes begin 

 

Mission Items of the Month:  
 

Sweaters, Coats, Jackets 
(new or clean, gently-used) 

 
Supports annual Sweater Weather Recycling Campaign 

sponsored by Davis Funeral Home 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 

9:30 am – Communion Worship  
 

End Summer Worship Schedule 
    
 

 3 

 
 

Labor Day 
(church office closed) 

 
 
 

4 

 
 

7pm – Stewardship 
Board meeting 

 
 
 

5 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6 

 
 

7 pm - Choir 
 
 
 
 

7 

 
 

Our church  
volunteers 
provide dinner 
at Ash St. 
Shelter 

8 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   9 
 

 Homecoming Sunday 
 

9:00 am –  Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School 

Sunday School begins for Pre-K – 8th grade 
11:30 am – Homecoming All-Church Picnic 

 

10 

 

7:15 am – Men’s Breakfast  
8:00 am – Ladies’ Breakfast  
7:15 pm – Deacons meeting   

 
 
 

11 

 

7 pm – Mission & 
Action Board 
meeting 

 
 
 

12 

 

10am -Christmas 
Fair workshop in 
Hardy Hall 

5 pm – Facilities 
Committee meet-
ing         

13 

 

7 pm - Choir 
8:15 pm –  

Music Board 
meeting 

 
 

14 

 

 
October Chimes  

deadline 
 
 
 

15 

 

Hollis old 
Home day 

 
 
 
 

16 
 

3rd Grade Bible Sunday 
 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School 

** FIRE DRILL during 10:30 worship** 
11:30 am – Confirmation Orientation meeting 
11:45 am – New Member Enquirer class #1/3 
1:00 pm – Women’s Fellowship potluck  

luncheon at Ginny Brooks’ home  
       17 

 
 

7:15 am – Men’s Breakfast  
8:00 am – Ladies’ Breakfast  
7 pm – Trustees meeting      

 
 
 
 
 

 18 

 
 

7pm -Christmas Fair 
workshop  at 
Debbe Shipman’s 
home 

7 pm – Church 
Council meeting 

 
 

19 

 
 

7 pm – Pastoral 
Care Team 
meeting 

 
 
 
 
 

20 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 

 
 

Volunteer 
opportunity 
with 
Nashua 
Habitat for 
Humanity 

 
 

23 
 

Mission Trip Sunday 
 

9:00 am – Worship  
10:30 am – Worship and Sunday School 
11:30 am – Christmas Fair committee meeting 
11:45 am – New Member Enquirer class #2/3 

24 

 
 

7:15 am – Men’s Breakfast  
8 am – Ladies’ Breakfast 

 
 
 

25 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

26 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

27 

 
 

7 pm - Choir 
 
 
 
 

28 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

29 

 

Confirmation 
Overnight 

Retreat 

 
30 
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From the Pastor (cont. from p. 1) 

While that sounds like lots of fun, and 
we will definitely have “strong, vigor-
ous music” on offer, we won’t be 
dropping offering envelopes into a real 
pumpkin or plaster of Paris eggs.  
What’s more, we’re not only going to 
be rallying around our children—
though they will of course be an im-
portant focus.  We’re going to be rally-
ing around all ages, celebrating the 
gifts and call that bestows on young 
and old alike, to enhance our experi-
ence of sacred community.  
We’re going to be celebrating the gift 
of our church home—the place we can 
always come back to and be welcomed 
with open spirits and open arms, 
whether we’ve been away for a week, 
a month, a decade, or a lifetime!  No 
matter your age, there will always be a 
place for you, and we’d like to help 
you discover how you might feel more 
alive, more fully connected to God and 
the rest of this community of faith. 
So, please plan to come — either at 9 
or 10:30 a.m.— to our Homecoming 
party!  And, bring a friend!  Even if 
they’ve not been to church here before, 
our hope is that they will discover a 
spiritual home to come to here, a place 
where they have always belonged.  
Yours in faith, hope, and love, 
Tanya 
 
 
 

Summer Worship Schedule 
(worship service at 9:30 am) ends 
Labor Day weekend, Sunday, Sep-
tember 3.  Our two-service 
schedule resumes on Homecom-
ing Sunday (formerly known as 
Rally Day!), September 10, with 
worship at 9:00 am and wor-
ship/church school at 10:30 am.

You’re Invited to Serve! 
The Nominating Committee has kicked off their recruiting 
year. There are open positions on every committee of the 
church, and the only requirement is enthusiasm for the role and 
a desire to serve your church! 
Available openings: Deacons, Board of Trustees, Mission & 
Action, Christian Education, Stewardship, and Nominating. 
We welcome anyone who is interested in serving to contact 
Susan Benz (susan.benz@gmail.com or 759-0179) for more 
information on these committees.  
 
Women’s Fellowship 
All women are invited to the 2017-
18 welcoming potluck luncheon, to 
be held at the home of Ginny 
Brooks, 12 Mendelssohn Drive in 
Hollis, on Sunday, September 17 at 1:00pm.  Bring a salad, 
entrée or dessert to share with friends new and old.  It is a 
wonderful, casual time to make and renew acquaintances, catch 
up on everyone’s summer adventures, laugh and eat.  Plans for 
the 2017-18 program year will be presented and discussed.  
Hope to see you there! 

  

NH UCC Women’s Fellowship Retreat 
Every two years the state Women’s Fellowship board of the 
UCC New Hampshire Conference plans a retreat for NH UCC 
women. This year the retreat will be held at Camp Sentinel in 
Tuftonboro, NH on September 29-30. Our theme for the retreat 
is Living Together in One World, and the speaker and facilita-
tor is the Rev. Renee Rouse, an African American UCC pastor 
in the NH Conference. 
The total cost for the two day retreat is $85 ($75 if reservations 
are received by September 10).  If you have never attended a 
UCC Women’s Retreat, I hope you might consider taking the 
opportunity to attend this one.  For more information, call Dot 
Pitman at 465-7672. 
  
Wish List 
The Fellowship & Hospitality Committee has a need for a 
 food processor and a blender. If you have either in good 
working condition, please contact Joyce Toli at 603-882-7028. 
 
From the Church Office 
A BIG Thank You goes to Nancy Bell, Brenda Gibson, Marsha 
Joyce, Freddi Olson, Thelma Pollard, Doris Rafferty, Debbe 
Shipman and Joyce Toli for collating, folding, and labeling 
your summer Chimes for mailing.  
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Mission Trip News! 
Come to the  
Mission Trip Service  
on Sunday, September 24th to 
hear the message that 26 teenagers 
and adults have to share from their 
trip in Woonsocket, RI. Helping 
those truly in need, building faith, 
sharing laughter, working hard, 

learning new skills, and experiencing the joy are all part of the 
Mission Trip Experience. Come sing the songs, see the photos, 
and share in the joy of a week at work camp! We have much to 
be proud of in this group’s service to those in need. These 26 
folks are our missionaries; come listen to their stories.  
Chase Adams Nathan Eisenhauer Julia Pepin 
Chris Adams  Charlotte Gehan Eli Rasmussen 
Ian Babcock Julie Kopser Finny Rasmussen 
Elise Bender  Matt Kopser Tanya Rasmussen 
Kelsey Berry Naomi Kopser Chaz Marie Rodgers 
Nick Bird Mark Labak Claire Seddon 
Joey Dias  Jessica Marchant Anna Watson 
Jack Duquette Sean Morrissey Lindsey Wood 
Kevin Duquette Will Morrissey  
 
Looking forward to Summer 2018! 
We are planning to travel to Wallingford, CT, for the week 
of July 8th – July 14th for next summer’s week-long Mission 
Trip. We will again be working with Group Mission Trips to 
provide our youth and adult chaperones with a week of faith 
building, friendship forming and serving God by helping those 
in need. If you are going into 9th grade or above in the fall of 
2018, you are welcome to attend.  
Planning to join us in Wallingford?  Complete the 
form at right and send in your $75 non-refundable deposit. 
You can drop it off in the mission trip mailbox in the church 
office or mail it to the church office. 

2018 Mission Trip 
Wallingford, CT 

July 8th – July 14th  
 

Your $75.00 non-refundable deposit 
(payable to the Congregational Church 
of Hollis) will secure your place at this 
camp.  

 

Contact Information: 
 
________________________________ 
Name 
 
________________________________ 
Address 
 
________________________________ 
Phone  
 
________________________________ 
Camper Cell Phone 
 
________________________________ 
Camper Email  
 
________________________________ 
Parent Email 
 
 

You will be contacted throughout the 
year for fundraising events, monthly 
planning and preparation meetings. 
 

Please complete a separate form 
for each attending camper. 

 

 

*************************************************************************** 
Join in the fun at … 
Family Bingo Night!   
Saturday, October 14th    
All ages welcome! Come by yourself, bring a friend, or bring the family! 
Please bring coins to use to cover squares, which will be donated to charity (TBD) after-
wards.  Snacks and prizes provided!  More details to follow soon. 
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Mission & Action News 
September Mission Item of the Month: 
   Sweaters, Coats and Jackets 
Time to clean out those closets and donate your 
unneeded sweaters and coats!  The Davis Funer-
al Home in Nashua is conducting its annual 
Sweater Weather Recycling Campaign, and your 
donations of new or gently-used clean sweaters, coats 
and jackets of all sizes are greatly needed. The items 
are collected and donated during the fall months to various Nashua 
area agencies, and will be distributed to individuals and families in 
need. 
The donation deadline is Sunday, October 1. Please place your 
donated sweaters and jackets in the cart outside the church office. 
Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support! 
 

TAKE 2!  Another Habitat for  
Humanity Church Build Date!   
All 8 of the June church build participants 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves and learned a 
lot about construction along the way.  Looking 
for another team of 8 to help on Saturday, 
Sept. 23rd from 8:45 – 3:30.  NO 

EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!  You must be 18 or older.  Just 
bring work gloves; everything else is provided, including lunch!  
It’s fun and it’s rewarding! Online pre-registration is required.  
Contact Cindy Ryherd at cindy@ryherd.com or 603-966-7559 for 
more information and/or instructions on how to pre-register. 
 
Your Mission Funds in Action 
The committee approved donations to the following organizations: 

Bridges, which cares for victims of domestic and sexual abuse 
St. John Neumann food pantry 
International Refugee Relief 

 

Summer Item of the Month Update: School Supplies 
The shopping cart by the office overflowed with school supplies 
most of the summer. This successful program grows larger every 
year. Many children K-12 will be helped to have a good start to the 
school year because of your generosity. Here is a count of just 
some of the approx. 300! items donated: 4 backpacks, 17 packs of 
#2 pencils, 16 packs of colored pencils, 11 glue sticks, 83 packs of 
crayons, 9 pencil sharpeners, 10 packs of markers, 25 folders, 25 
pairs of scissors, 24 subject notebooks, 24 three subject notebooks. 
Thank you very much for your support!

Run/Walk for Bridges 
Support Bridges, a non-profit 
agency dedicated to helping victims 
and survivors of domestic and sexu-
al violence. Join the Kelly Mann 
Memorial 5K run and 3K Walk 
on Saturday, September 23 in 
Nashua at 9:00 am. Details and reg-
istration at www.bridgesNH.org. 
Click on Kelly Mann Memorial 5K. 
 
Blood Drive 
Saturday 
October 28 
10 am – 3 pm 
Hardy Hall 
Mark your calendars now! Blood 
and platelet shortage continues. An 
appointment is not necessary to do-
nate blood but is recommended for 
your convenience. Sign up at 
http://www.redcrossblood.org/ Vol-
unteers are also needed to help 
with the drive. No medical experi-
ence needed! Please contact Addie 
Saunders if you can help:  
roger-saunders@hotmail.com 
 

Annual Nashua CROP 
Hunger Walk 

Sunday, October 29 
CROP Hunger Walks are community-
wide events sponsored by Church 
World Service and organized by local 
congregations or groups to raise funds 
to end hunger at home and around the 
world. More than 1,000 CROP Hun-
ger Walks each year help to provide 
food, water, and resources that em-
power people to meet their own needs 
such as seeds, tools, wells and water 
systems. You can gather together a 
team or walk as in individual! For 
information and registration, go to: 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/ 
nashuanh/

http://www.redcrossblood.org/
mailto:roger-saunders@hotmail.com
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Homecoming Sunday All-Church Picnic 
 

Sunday, September 10, 2017 following 10:30 worship 
 

Join us for our annual All-Church Picnic after our Homecoming Sunday service that kicks off 
the Sunday School year.  Worship is at 10:30 a.m. with the picnic outside in the parking lot 
immediately following the worship service.  The grills will be filled with hot dogs  
and hamburgers for everyone!  The church provides the hot dogs, hamburgers,  
and drinks. To make our picnic a fabulous smorgasbord, please provide your  
favorite summer dish to pass  —  salads, casseroles and desserts are all appreciated.  

Bring your favorite dish, your appetite and, if the weather is nice,  
a lawn chair and your baseball mitt or Frisbee so we can 

enjoy our picnic outside!   
 

Everyone’s invited! 
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Hollis Congregational Church's 

Christian Education Board 
 

Welcomes you to the  
2017-18 Sunday School Year! 
Join us on September 10, 2017 for 

Homecoming Sunday 

 

PreK-6th Grade Sunday School 
7th & 8th Grade Pre-Confirmation Class 

Starts at 10:30 

We will begin in the meetinghouse and dedicate our teaching staff. 
After the dedication, we will go to our classes to start our year  

of learning, worship, and fun! 

~ Join us after the service for a picnic! Bring a dish or dessert to share. ~ 
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Congregational Church of Hollis 
2017-18 Sunday School Registration 

 

Parent Name(s)____________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________ 

Phone ______________  Email  _______________________________ 
 

●Child(ren) (first and last names): 
 

  Date of birth    Grade    
 

  Date of birth    Grade    
 

  Date of birth    Grade    
 

  Date of birth    Grade    

●Special issues or concerns-(allergies/learning/behavior) _______________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 
●Volunteers are imperative to the success of our program! Please note that all 
training, direction, and teaching materials will be provided by the church.   
Please check any positions you would be interested in: 
  Classroom teacher- teach bible lessons to students (lessons already planned) 
  Classroom helper- assist classroom teacher 
  Substitute teacher- fill in as needed on short notice 
  Nursery attendant- care for infants through age 2 in nursery 
  Sunday school floater- fill in when needed on scheduled Sundays you choose 
  Special Event helper- (Christmas pageant, Children's day, etc) 
  Sharing a special talent (art, crafts, music, cooking, other) List talent:    
 
●If you are interested in volunteering, please indicate your availability:  

Semester 1 (Sept.- Dec.) Semester 2 (Jan.- May) 
   weekly    weekly 
   "x" times/month    "x" times/month 

 
Thank you for this helpful information, and WELCOME!

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
It is ok photograph/post unidentified pictures of my child within the 
church (slideshows, bulletin boards, etc), and on the church web-
site and church facebook page 

 

YES 
 

NO 
 

My 3rd, 4th or 5th grader would like to be an Acolyte (assisting 
with lighting/snuffing candles during the service) 
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On behalf of the entire Christian Stewardship Board, I would like to extend to you a warm and inviting 
Welcome Home!  I personally am thankful that you have returned to us from what I hope was a wonder-
ful summer full of much deserved rest, relaxation, and fond memories with family and friends.  
As we, and most other parishioners from Churches throughout the world alike, embark upon the new 
curriculum year, we are reminded that “tis the season” for stewardship.  For many, we attribute the 
“stewardship season” as a time to reflect upon and pledge our contributions to the Church through dona-
tions of our time, talent, and treasure.  While this traditional approach to stewardship plays a crucial and 
much needed role in the vitality of the church, I would like to take this moment to focus specifically on a 
more simplistic adaptation of what stewardship can mean or look like. 
Before offering my own interpretation, I would first like to present the meaning of “stewardship,” as de-
fined in the Merriam Webster Dictionary:   

1) The office, duties, and obligations of a steward.   
2) The conducting, supervising, or managing of something.   
3) The careful and responsible managing of something entrusted to one’s care. 

To find the underlying meaning of stewardship, as it relates to our personal relationships with God, can 
be a confusing and perhaps an overwhelming task.  We may ask ourselves, “How can I be a good stew-
ard?” We may also ask, “To what, or to whom can I be a good steward?”  Even more confusing is this: 
“How can I be a steward to God?”  While I am not able to answer those questions for you personally, I 
can humbly share what being a good steward means to me.  Perhaps my interpretation of stewardship 
can assist in your own examination of, and pursuit for, the meaning of stewardship in your life. 
If stewardship means to carefully and responsibly manage something that was entrusted to my care, I 
therefore have a responsibility to God to carefully and responsibly manage the blessings He has entrust-
ed to me through my life.  It is my responsibility to God to care for and provide for those whom I love 
and cherish.  It is my duty to God to be a good person, and set a good example for others to follow.  It is 
my obligation to preserve our Earth, leaving it a better place for generations of family and friends to 
live.  It is a privilege to live the life that God has bestowed unto me.  It is my honor to donate my time, 
talent and treasure to my church, for it is through my church that my gifts can be shared with others who 
are in need and truly thankful in return.  It is my joy to give thanks to God for these responsibilities, du-
ties, obligations, and privileges that I have been granted; for through God, I am truly blessed. 
While you consider your contributions of time, talent, and treasure during this this year’s stewardship 
campaign, I encourage you to also seek out your heart’s definition of stewardship.  By being a good 
steward towards the care of your life and the lives you touch, you are caring for what has been entrusted 
to you by God himself.  Perhaps there is no measure of stewardship more holy. 
 
Thank you and God bless, 
 
John Romberg Burton 
Christian Stewardship Board 
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